y^   ^^^^^.«^^-•-e^-< * 


X^^jifiimm* 


GEI^IUS  OF  Ui^IVFJlSAL  EillAJ^€IPATIOJ\. 


EDITED    AND    PUBLISHED     BY     BKNJAMlJf     tUNII  T.— PU IC  K    ONK    DOLLAR     PKll    VOLUME. 


.     '■  Wp  hold  ihese  truths  to  lie  selC-tvidcnt :  Ihat  nil  men   nrw  crcalpd    equal,  and  undowrd  hy  ihi-ir   (Trnator  with  certain 
inalienable  rights;  that  aniung  these  «ri!  Iile,  liUerly,  anil  the  purauii  ol   \\a.\\\»  <m.—  l)tdarMion  nfhidepeudimc',  V.  S. 


No.  9.  Vol.  1.   4ili  Skiiiks]     Philadelphia,  October,  1 830.     [Wholk  No.  300,  Vol.  XIV. 


iCT'One  Number  more  will  complete  1|  No.  QA,  North  Fifth  Street ,  Philaddpliia. 
the  Fourteenth  Volume  of  the  Genuis  :i  When  forwarded  by  mail,  the  postage 
OF  Universal  Emancipation.  A  Ti-  \  must  m  alt  cases  be  pai9i  or  they  will 
tie  Page  and  Index  will  be  printed,  and  ;  not  be  attended  to.       A  strict  adherence 


to  this  rule  is  necessary,  to  avoid  imposi- 
tions from  the  opponents  of  the  cause  to 


accompany  the  last  Number  of  the  Vol 
ume,  as  usual. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Editor,  to  ;  which  the  work  is  devoted 
continue  the  publication  of  the  work  in 
the  city  of  Fhi/adcfphia ;  and  he  takes 
this  opportunity  to  request  his  friends, 
and  the  advocates  of  the  cause  to  which 
it  is  devoted,  generally,  to  give  him  tlieir 
further  aid  in  sustaining  it,  by  the  renew- 
al of  their  subscriptions. 

As  a  large' amount  is  yet  due,  on  the 
subscription  books,  those  who  know 
themselves  to  be  in  arrears,  are  urgently 
solicited  to  remit  the  sums  due,  without 
delay.  Such  as  may  be  willing  to  con- 
tinue their  patronage,  are  also  requested 
to  forward  the  advance  payment  for  the 
Fifteenth  Volume,  at  the  same  time. 

The  publication  will  still  be  under  the 
editorial  control  of  its  original  proprietor; 
and  every  exertion  will  be  made,  to  ren- 
der it  worthy  the  extensive  patronage 
which  it  has  formerly  obtained. 

No  material  change  is  contemplated, 
either  in  the  size  or  the  appearance  of 
the  work  : — and  the  price  will  continue 
the  same,  viz. — One  Dollar  per  Volume, 
containing,  at  least.  Twelve  Sheets,  of 
sixteen  pages  eacli,  making  a  volume  of 
about  192  large  octavo  pages. 

Agents,  who  procure  subscribers,  and 
forward  the  money  in  advance  as  afore- 
said, will  be  entitled  to  the  amount  of 
every  sixth  subscription,  as  a  remunera- 
tion for  their  attention  to  the  business. 

Letters  and  Communications  must 
all    1)6    directed   to   Ben.tamin    Ltindy, 


PETITIONING   OF   CONGRE.S.S. 

It  is  with  pleasure  we  perceive  that  a 
laudable  spirit  pervades  the  Anti-Slavery 
ranks,  in  various  parts  of  the  United 
States,  with  respect  to  the  forwarding  of 
Petitions  to  Congress,  for  the  Abolition 
of  Slavery  in  the  District  of  Colombia. 
Tliis  may  emphatically  be  pronounced 
one  of  tlie  most  important  steps  that  can 
be  taken  by  our  friends,  at  the  present 
time.     Let  none  suppose,  for  a  moment, 

that  the  measure  is  an  inefficient  one. 

Notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  slavite 
and  dough-faced  politicians,  to  destroy 
its  effect,  and  even  deprive  us  of  the  con- 
stitutional privilege  of  raising- our  voices 
for  the  oppressed  in  the  national  halls  of 
legislation,  they  have  most  signally  fail- 
ed in  the  attempt,  and  their  power  has 
been  terribly  shaken.  By  a  steady  per- 
severance we  shall  certainly,  ere  loner, 
obtain  the  most  complete  and  decisive 
triumph.  Let  every  man,  and  every  wo- 
man, in  the  nation  sign  the  petitions  to 
be  forwarded  to  Congress  at  its  next 
session.  Let  it  he  attended  to  soon,  tliat 
tliat  they  may  he  sent  in  at  an  early 
period  after  the  meeting  of  that  body. 

The  Young  Men's  Anti-Slavery  So- 
ciety of  Philadelphia  have  appointed  a 
Committee,  to  prepare  a  petition  for  the 
purpose  aforesaid  ;  and  it  will  very  soon 
be  put  into  circulation  for  signatures. 


•s  •  J,,»^ 


ir.t; 


(;emls  ur  1  mmlIrsal  kma.ncu'a'I'ion. 

Fiat  .hisiitia  Rnat  Cu-liiiu. 


THE  STANDARDS  FALLING* 

Within  a  short  period  of  lime  tlie 
Pennsylvania  Abolition  Society  has  lost 
three  of  its  most  distinguished  members. 
But  a  few  months  since  William  Itawle, 
its  uorthy  President,  and  Dr.  Jonas 
Preston,  'I'reasurer,  were  removed  by  the 
hand  of  death.  And  now  we  have  also 
to  record  the  sudden  demise  of  Thomas 
Shipley,  one  of  the  most  active  and  per- 
severing nuMubers  of  llie  institution. — ■ 
We  forbear  to  say  much  upon  tliis  pain- 
ful subject  at  present,  particularly  as  we 
shall  henceforth  i^ive  further  particulars 
concernini^  the  lives  and  public  labors  ol 
these  eniiiK-nl  philanthropists,  than  we 
have  now  at  command. 


'•  SLAVK  TKADE   ADOLISHEDl! 

Is  it  ? — Look  at  this,  African  Coloni- 
zationists,  from  ilu.'  disciples  of  Granville 
Sharp  down  to  Ralph  Randolph  Gurley 
and  Elliott  Cresson  !  Wliat  liave  you 
done? — what  are  you  doing?  How  soon 
will  you  abolish  the  slave  trade  ? 

Coast  ov   Africa. — A  recent  traveller  as- 
serts that  the  slave  trade  is  in  full  operation 
on   the  coast  of  Africa.     But  a  few   weeks 
at^o,  foriy-tive  Spanish  vessels  to  the   south- 
ward, and  twenty-five  to  the  northward  of  the 
line,   were  engaijed    in    the    infernal    tratTic. 
We    reo^ret   to   learn   that   these  are  chiefly 
.imericiin  buill,  and    such  swit't  sailors  as  al- 
most  to  defy  capture.     It  seerns,   also,  that 
the  Portuguese  to  the  southward  of  the  line, 
are  also  extensively  en^au^ed  in   this   trade, 
and  by  the  ell'ect  of  a  late  treaty  with   Enir- 
land,   pursue   the    business    with    im|)uniiy. 
Our  authority  remarks,  *'  tha    while  Farlia- 
nieiil   is   making  laws   to   punisii   cruelly  to 
animals,   more  than    100, UUO   human  beings 
are  here  yearly  torn  from   their   homes  and 
conveyed  across  the  Atlantic,  more  than  one- 
third  of  wlium   perish  by  disease  on  the  pas- 
sage.    In  addition  to  which,   from   the  very 
moment  they  are  kidnapped,  they  are  confined  j 
in  sliackles,  and  it  is  sometimes  four  and  five  | 
months   until   they  are  shipped,  arid  they  are 
mostly  chained  on  board  afterwards.    .Should  j 
a  vessel  be  chased  and   obliged  to  get  rid  of  I 
her  deck  lumber  (chietly  composed  of  provi-  | 
sions,)  to  make  her  sail  better,  overboard  go  ! 
likewise  some  of  the  sick  slaves  (as  in  the 
case  of  the  Argos,  captured  by  the  ('haribdis,)  1 


ar:d  should  she  escape  and  run  short  of  pro 
visions  before  she  reaches  her  destination, 
the  slaves  that  are  not  likely  to  sell  are  hove 
overboard  to  make  the  provisions  last  for  the 
survivors." — Knirlish  I'tiptr. 

Slavk  Tuade  in  Kio  de  Janeiro. — Extract 
of  a  letter  to  the  Lord  Mayor,  dated  Kio  de 
Janeiro,  ItJth  April,  183t!. — "Silver  and  gold 
have  risen  very  rapidly  within  the  last  few 
days,  principally  in  conse(^uence  of  the  num- 
ber of  vessels  about  to  sail  to  the  coast  of 
Africa,  engaged  in  that  detestable  traffic,  the 
slave  trade,  which  continues  to  be  carried  on 
under  the  Portuguese  Hag,  with  greater  acti- 
vity than  ever." — 10, 

FOn  THK   GE.MUS  OF   UNIVERSAL   F.M  A  NC  1  PATIOIT. 

TEIE   MOTHER  AND   HKIt  CAPTIVE 
UOY. 

"  U'llt  thou,  ubcn  long  years  roil  o'er  tbee, 

Yciifs  of  toil,  and  woe,  unci  scorn, 
Still  remember  her  who  bore  thee  ? 
Still  when  thou  ait  most  forlorn  ?" 

'J7ie  Ae^rro  Mother  to  her  cliilJ, 
the  nig^ht  btfure  their  separation. 
No,  he  will  not ! — they  who  can  rend  apart 
The   strongest  chords  that  bind  the  human 

heart, 
They,  in   whose   breasts   no  mercy   e'er  is 

found. 
Will  crush  his  feelings, — pois'ning  as  they 

wound. 
Each  tender,  generous  impulse  of  his  soul, 
Must  bow  beneath  a  tyrant's  harsh  control ; 
Uppress'd,  degraded,  beaten  and  reviled, 
W  itness  of  darkest  crimes  while  yet  a  child,-- 
If  in  his  infant  bosom  there  are  sown 
The  germs  of  actions  men  are  proud  to  own. 
They'll   bear  most  bitter  fruit. — Deeds,  that 

woidd  be 
Applauded,  honored,  in  the  ivhife  znd  free. 
By  him  attempted,  will  but  gain  the  brand 
Of  crime  and  treason. — In  this  '■'■hnppy  land,''^ 
Which  owes  its  boasted  freedom  to  a  hand 
That   tought  against  oppression,    there   are 

found 
Thousands  of  men, — o(  souts  in  fetters  bound. 
Souls,  that  too  soon  forget  the  pure,  the  mild, 
Unsullied  feelings  of  a  "sinless  child," 
And  turn  to  bitterness  ;  for  "woe  and  scorn," 
Are  all  they  meet, — and  how  may  these  be 

borne  1 
How,    by  their  hapless  victim,    who  ne'er 

knows 
What  a  kind  mother's  priceless  love  bestows? 
Or  mildness,  that  a  father's  precepts  lend  1 
Who  knows  not  one,  or  loses  even/  friend  ? 
What   marvel  that  the  "still  small  voice" 

should  be 
Unheeded,  where  not  even  thought  is  free? 
Death,  only  death  can  purchase  peace  and  joy, 
1  For  her  that's  parted  from  her  captive  boy. 
i      September  5,  1 83  G .  ELLA. 
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FROM  THE  NATIONAL   E\H,U1UE11. 

"horrible." 

"The  Norfolk  Herald  tells  the  follovving;- 
story,  which  exhibits  one  of  the  basest  pieces 
of  black-hearted  villainy  that  we  have  re- 
corded for  a  long  time. — While  the  whites 
are  jeoparding  the  safety  of  the  nation  to  give 
freedom,  in  some  form  to  the  blacks,  there  is 
a  colored  scoundrel  selling  his  own  children 
into  slavery." 

From  some  paper  not  designated,  the 
above  paragraph  is  copied  into  others, 
and  then  follows  the  "  story"  of  a  "  ne- 
gro man"  who  attempted  to  sell  two  of 
his  children  ;  in  which  he  was  assisted 
by  "  a  M'/u7e  man,  whose  name,"  says 
the  Herald,  "  we  withhold  for  the  pre- 
sent." And  why  is  it  withheld  ? — Why 
is  the  "  colored  scoundrel"'  worse  than 
the  white  one? — Why  is  he  worse  than 
he,  whose 

" — Children,  sprung  alike  from  sloth  and 

vice, 
Are  born  his  slaves,  and  loved  at  market 

price!" 

But  is  there  not  a  diflerenee  ? — Yes,  a 
wide  one.  In  this  case,  though  "free" 
himself,  one  colored  man,  uneducated 
and  degraded,  attempted  to  follow  the 
example  of  those  uncolored  ones  who 
sell  tlieir  children  with  impunity.  But 
the  price  of  human  flesh  and  blood  must 
be  pa'id  into  ivhite  hands. 

One  of  the  African  race  must  not  pre- 
sume to  encroach  upon  the  prerogative  of 
a  gentleman  of  these  United  States.  For 
amongst  those  claiming  that  high  title 
there  are,  who  sell  their  known,  some- 
times acknoivledged  children. 

Some  years  since,  a  tine  young  mulat- 
to of  Maryland,  with  tears  of  agony, 
begged  some  gentleman  of  Baltimore  to 
purchase  him,  that  he  might  remain  in 
his  native  state,  as  his  faJlier  intended 
selling  him  in  one  at  a  distance. 

Human  nature  revolts  at  the  crime  of 
a  parent  selling  his  child.  Tlie  "  Nor- 
folk Herald"  cannot  "conjure  up  an 
epithet  to  characterize  the  features  of  de- 
pravity belonging  to  a  tranaclion"  of  the 
kind. — Be  it  so  !  It  is  "horrible."  But 
there  is  a  tribunal,  at  which  the  actors  in 
such  scenes,  will  be  judged  with  refer- 
ence to  talents  given,  time  mis-spent,  and 
blessings  scorned ; — not  to  the  color  of 
the  skin.  Observer. 

September  \st.  1836. 


Pawtucket  Juvenile  Anti-Slavery 
Society. — Beat  this  if  you  can;  in 
New  York,  Boston,  Providence,  or  any 
where  else,  and  we  shall  be  glad  of  it. — 
On  Wednesday  the  3d  inst.,  this  little 
society  held  its  annual  fair  for  the  sale  of 
articles  made  for  that  purpose  by  its 
members  during  the  year,  and  raised  one 
hundred  dollars  and  seventy  five  cents 
in  cash  !  and  left  ofl' witli  some  thirty  or 
forty  dollars  worth  of  their  best  articles 
on  hand  ;  the  most  of  which  they  would 
have  probably  sold  but  for  the  cry  of  fire, 
which  immediately  drew  off  their  com- 
pany. Understand  this  is  a  juvenile 
society^  made  up  principally  of  little 
girls.  They  are  under  the  supervision 
of  about  half  a  dozen  young  ladies, 
practical  abolitionists,  who  have  con- 
ducted their  concerns  to  such  a  praise- 
worthy issue.  Let  it  be  remembered 
also,  that  this  is  a  small  village,  and  that 
none  who  have  been  engaged  in  this 
work,  are  the  children  of  opulent  parents, 
but  persevering  industry  has  worked  this 
wonder. 

Their  manner  has  been,  to  meet  every 
Saturday  afternoon  to  work — they  have 
also  spent  some  evenings. 

Now  five  such  societies  as  this,  will 
support  such  an  Anti-Slavery  agent  as 
Theodore  D.  Weld,  or  Henry  B.  Stanton; 
and  how  easily  they  might  be  organized 
and  accomplish  such  a  work  in  this  state. 
Pawtucket  Record. 


Cabinet  of  Freedom — Mr.  Taylor's, 
reprint  of  works  on  Liberty  and  Slavery, 
under  the  supervision  of  William  Jay 
and  Gerrit  Smith,  is  continued  in  num- 
bers.— Vol.  2  is  on  our  table,  being  the 
2d  volume  of  Clarkson's  History  of  the 
Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade.  It  contains 
a  lithographic  print,  of  large  size,  repre- 
senting the  whole  interior  of  a  slave-ship, 
where  the  poor  creatures  were  laid  as 
close  as  they  could  stow,  in  tiers,  for  the 
"  middle  passage."  The  African  slave 
trade  though  abolished  by  law  both  ia 
England  and  America,  will  yet  continue 
as  long  as  slavery  continues.  The  Ame- 
rican slave  trade  was  never  so  brisk  as 
at  present,  tlie  prices  of  cotton  and  sugar 
are  so  high,  that  the  demand  for  slaves 
at  tlie  south  is  unprecedented.  We  do 
not  suppose  that  the  American  "  middle 
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passaiff"  is  si(,Miali/.ccl  witli  such  horrors 
as  that  iViMii  AlVita.  Hut  the  separa- 
tion of  families  and  the  privation  ol'  com- 
mon, inlierent  privileges,  render  it  on  tlie 
whole  more  cruel  and  atrocious.  Yet 
President  Younff.of  Kentucky,  avers  that 
professinir  Christians  are  habitually  en- 
gaged in  it. — He  says  : 

"  We  have  known  slave  traders  l)oast- 
ing  that  they  had  purcliased  some  ol"  their 
chained  ganu  from  Presbyterian  elders. 
"We  have  recently  known  of  two  minis- 
tering brothers  selling  into  terrible  bond- 
age of  the  far  south,  the  one  two  thou- 
sand, the  other  live  thousand  dollars 
worth  of  slaves.  Alas!  that  truth  and 
duty  should  compel  us  to  record  such 
facts.  We  could  weep  over  the  occur- 
rences which  are  daily  exhibited  through- 
out our  slaveholding  churches.  Good 
men  have  long  countenanced  these  acts. 
Conscience  has  been  asleep.  It  is  surely 
time  that  it  should  awake." 

And  yet  our  northern  and  British 
apologists  for  slavery  would  make  us 
believe  that  slave  trading  is  infamous  at 
the  south  ! — A'.  F.  Evansceliat. 


ofsuirering  tumiaiiity,  entitle  him  to  the  re- 
spect of  every  virtuous  mind.  It  is  humilia- 
tinjr  to  see  a  Christian  minister,  more  espe- 
cially one  who  appears  amongst  us  as  a  re- 
presentative of  a  highly  respectable  and  re- 
ligious body  in  America,  so  completely  sur- 
rendered to  the  influence  of  a  bad  passion. — 
Our  own  impression  in  reading  the  report  of 
the  discussion  has  been,  liiat  Mr.  lirecken- 
rjdiie  must  have  broui^lit  to  this  country  feel- 
ings of  deep  moriilication,  arising  from  Mr. 
Thompson's  successful  exposure  of  the  delu- 
sive and  wicked  nature  of  the  colonization 
scheme;  and  that  his  spleen  mastered  his 
judgment,  and  vented  itself  in  a  manner 
discreditable  to  his  character,  both  as  a  gen- 
tleman and  a  Christian.  The  result  of  the 
discussion  may  be  inferred  from  the  follow- 
ing extract  from  a  note,  addressed  to  Mr. 
Thompson,  by  one  of  the  most  respectable 
ministers  in  Scotland,  who  had  been  present 
during  the  debate:  "My  dear  Sir — How  are 
you]  (ilad  and  grateful,  I  dare  say.  God 
[  has  given  you  and  your  cause  victory  and 
triumph.  Poor  13reckenrige!  what  a  crushed 
man!'" — English  Fapcr. 


DiSC'-SSION    BETWKKN    Mil.  (jKOIlGt;  ThO.MP-  '. 
SON  AND  THE   KkV.   R.  J.  IJRtCKENRlDGE. An  j 

important  and  deeply  interesting  discussion  ^ 
on  the  subject  of  American  slavery,  has  re-! 
cenlly  taken  place  in  Glasgow,  between  Mr.  j 
George  Thompson,  the  intrepid  and  able 
champion  of  the  negro  race,  and  the  Hev.  K. 
J.  lireckenridge,  an  American  Presbyterian  '| 
niinisier.  *  *  ♦  At  present  we  jl 
have  only  space  to  express  our  adndralion  of  j 
the  pre-eminent  ability  and  entire  self-com-  j 
mand  which  Mr.  Thompson  disjdayed  j 
throughout  the  discussion,  and  to  tender  him  1 
our  thanks  tor  the  large  mass  of  valuable  in-  j 
formation   with  which  he  has  supplied   the 

fiubiie.     Never  was  a  cause  more  triumphant- ' 
y  defended,  nor  the  sophistries  ami  evasions  i 
of  an  acute  and  merciU  ss  opponent  more  com- 1 
plelely  exposed.    It  would  all'LTd  us  pleasure 
to  be  able  to  record  our  approbation  of  the  spi-  | 
rit  in  which  Mr.  Breckenridi/e  conducted  his  |j 
part  of  the  discussion.       IJut  truth  compels  i 
us  to  say,  that  we  have  been  grieved  ami  dis-  jj 
gusted  at  the  rancorous  hostility  towards  his  j! 
opponent,  which  his    speeches  betray.       He  ,| 
evidently  sought  to  destroy  the  public  reputa- 
tion of  Mr.  Thompson,  rather  than  to  exhibit 
the  real  character  of  American  slavery.     No 
opportunity  was  lost  of  aiming  a  mortal  blow 
at  the  character  of  one  whose  intrepid,  disin- 
terested and   successful  exertions,  on   behalf 


Foreign  Slave  Trade. — (Extract  of  a 
letter  from  Cadiz,  June  20,  1636.)--"  Twen- 
ty years  have  passed  away,  since  the  sum  of 
3,000,000  dollars,  (600,000  pounds  sterling,) 
wrung  from  the  tax-paying  people  of  Eng- 
land, was  paid  to  the  king  of  Spain,  in  consi- 
deration of  relinquishing  the  slave  trade; 
and  a  squadron  of  Entrlish  men-of-war  is 
kept  up  all  this  time  on  the  coast  of  Africa  to 
enforce  the  treaty.  The  result  of  the  sacrifice 
of  so  much  treasure,  and  of  the  still  greater 
sacrifice  of  human  life,  is,  that  at  the  present 
time  the  tralfic  in  human  flesh  is  carried  on 
by  Spardards  more  exten>ively  and  to  greater 
profit  than  at  any  former  period.  You  may 
form  some  idea  of  this  from  the  fact  that  one 
tnan  in  Cadiz  lias  forty  shipn  a  flout  just  now, 
all  engaged  in  transporting  from  the  African 
coast  to  the  island  of  Cuba.  The  number  of 
nefiroes  imported  into  that  island  last  year, 
(183.5,)  exceeded  15,000.  'I'he  Captain- 
(Jeneral  of  Havana  takes  a  bribe  of  a  doub- 
loon ^, three  guineas)  per  head  for  every  slave 
so  imported,  for  conniving  at  the  open  trans- 
gression of  his  own  public  orders,  proclaimed 
and  placarded  periodically,  for  no  other  pur- 
pose than  to  ridicule  the  English.  The  late 
increase  in  the  value  of  sugar,  has  given  a 
great  stimulus  in  the  value  of  the  slave  trade. 
At  Havana,  the  movement  in  the  slave  mar- 
ket is  always  regulated  by  the  sugar  market. 
The  Madrid  government  could  at  any  time 
put  an  end  to  this  nefarious  traffic,  if  so  dis- 
posed ;  but  it  is  notorious  that  they  took  the 
money  with  the  full  intention  of  not  comply- 
ing with  the  treaty. — London  Patriot. 
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THE  WAU  IN  TKXAS. 

(cONTlNVKn      FIKIM       TAGK      1  64.  ) 

jiulcreof  the  rectitude  of  this  iiol)le  cause? 
What  imports  it,  that  irciieral  Santa  An- 
na has  liad  a  disastrous  encounter,  if  his 
personal  fate  (however  to  be  lamented) 
be  not  that  which  hid  him  on  to  balllo 
Is  he  the  only  Mexican  who  loves  his 
country?  is  he  the  sole  champio:i  of  li- 
berty, whom  Mexico  can  call  forth  to 
drive  from  the  soil  of  the  country  the 
Banditti  who  propose  to  domineer  over 
a  part  of  it,  in  order  forthwith  to  conta- 
minate it  by  introducing  hordes  of  Ni^gro 
Slaves?  This  warfare  admits  of  no  com- 
promise; it  must  terniinaie  either  in  the 
bf-neticent  triumph  of  tiie  universal  em- 
ancipation of  the  human  race,  or  else  the 
sacrilice  of  all  liberty  throughout  Ameri- 
ca, by  establishing  slavery  where  it  has 
been  abolished,  or  has  not  existed, 
through  the  instrumentality  of  the  de- 
generate portion  of  the  Enfrlish  race, 
which  nowinhabit  that  part  ol'the  United 
States  extending  from  the  Capital  to  the 
boundaries  of  Texas." 

From  the  coii'mencement  of  their  ope- 
rations, we  have  seen,  that  the  "choice 
spirits"  of  that  extensive,  unholv  combi- 
nation of  slaveholders  and  land-jobbers 
wlio  have  swayed  the  destinies  of  Texas, 
liave  steadily  and  undeviatingly  pursued 
their  object.  They  have  constantly  ad- 
hered to  their  settled,  original  purpose, 
however  they  may  have  occasifmally  re- 
laxed their  open,  undifigidsed  efforts. 
It  is  true,  their  rashness  sometimes  led 
them  into  the  adoption  of  premature 
measures,  and  thfsy  were  compelled  to 
halt,  and  even  to  retrace  their  steps,  for 
tlie  moment.  Those  w)io  had  neither 
(•haracter  nor  property  at  stake,  and 
tliose  at  a  distance  from  the  scene  of  ac- 
tion, were  more  reckless  of  consequences 
than  the  substantial  settlers  in  the  coun- 
try, on  whom  the  weight  of  responsibility 
must  necessarily  fall.  This  was  striking- 
ly exemplified  in  the  case  of  Austin's 
treasonable  attempt,  which  resulted  in  his 
imprisonment  by  order  of  the  general  go- 
vernment. Calculating  on  the  intestine 
difiiculties  of  the  Republic,  he  was 
prompted  to  the  commission  of  overt 
I'cts  before  their  plans  were  sufficient- 
ly matured.  The  following  letter  (to 
which  I  have  before  alluded)  will  throw 


some  additional  light  upoti  this  part  of 
our  suliject.  It  will  be  seen  that  he  was 
puslied  forward  against  his  own  will  and 
IxUter  judgement,  while  he  candidly  ad- 
mits that  the  colonists  had  no  cause  of 
comijlainl  against  the  government.  Some 
precious  (Confessions,  indeed,  hi^b  here 
recorded,  wliich  cannot  i'ail  lo  make  the 
most  forcible  impressions  on  the  mind  of 
the  reader. 

The  following  letter  CroTn  ("!ol.  Stejiiien  K, 
Austin,  was  written  immediately  alter  his* 
airest  by  the  Mexican  (Jovernment,  aiiH  is 
published  in  our  latest  Texas  papers.  We 
re-pnbliah  it  as  interesting  to  those  who  are 
seeking  inforuiation  of  that  tVrtile  and  promis- 
ing region,  its  government   and  politics. 

A'.  0.  Build  in. 

MoNTEKRFY,  Jin.  17,  1H31. 
T(i  the  Ayuntaniicniu  of  Sun  Felipe  deduct  in  : 

I  have  been  arrested  by  an  order  from  the 
minister  of  vvar,  and  leave  soon  for  Mexico 
to  answer  to  a  charge  made  against  me,  as  I 
understand,  for  writing  an  officio  to  the  Aynn- 
tamiento  of  Bexar,  dated  t!lst  October  last, 
advising,  or  rather  recommending  that  they 
should  consult  amongst  theinyelves  for  the 
|)nrpose  of  organizin'^  a  local  croverninent  for 
Texas,  in  the  event  tliat  no  remedies  could  be 
obtained  for  the  evils  that  threatened  that 
country  with  ruin. 

J  do  not  in  any  manner  blame  the  Govern- 
ment for  arresting  me,  and  I  particularly  re- 
quest that  there  may  be  no  excitement  about  it. 

I  give  the  advice  to  the  people  there,  that 
I  have  always  given,  keep  quiet,  discounte- 
nance all  revolutionary  measures  or  men, 
obey  the  State  authorities  and  laws  so  long 
as  you  are  attached  to  Coahuila,  have  no 
more  conventions,  petition.  thr<ncgh  the  legal 
chti/nicls,  that  is  through  the  Ayuntamiento 
and  chief  of  department,  harmonize  fully  with 
the  people  of  Bexar  and  Goliad,  and  act  with 
them. 

The  veneral  government  are  disposed  to  do 
every  thing  for  Ttxaa  that  can  be  done  to  pro- 
mote its  prosperity  and  welfare  that  is  consis- 
tent with  the  constitution  and  laws,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  the  state  government  will  do  the  same 
if  they  are  appliea  to  in  a  proper  manner. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  I  went  lo  Mex- 
ico as  a  public  assent  witti  specific  instruc- 
tions, and  as  such,  that  it  was  my  duty  to  be 
governed  by  them,  and  by  the  general  wish 
of  the  people  as  expressed  to  inc.*  Also,  that 

*  This  "  general  wish"  was  not  expressed 
by  the  great  mass  of  the  actual  settlers  in 
the  colonies.  No  measures  were  adopted  to 
ascertain  the  "general"  wishes  of  the  people. 
The  sentiments  thus  expressed,  were  the  cla- 
mors of  the  land-specnlators  and  aspirants 
to  power  3iid  (iflice,  and  ihn  nrgent  demands 
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\\\nu   1  left  in  April,    the  tfpiit'ral    wish  did., 
express  itself  for  llie  separation  iVom  L'oaliii- 
il;i  and  llie  forming  of  '1\xjs  into  a  Statu  t.l 
this  confedoration.       Also,   thai  there  was  a 
determination  to  organize  a  local  iroverninent 
at  all  hazards,  if  no  remedy  eonld  be  obtained. 
I   have  in    oil   my  acts  conformed   to  this 
public  wish  of  the  people,  so  !'ar  hs  I  was  iii- 
t'ormed  of  it ;  and  when  1  despaired  of  obtain- 
ing any  remedy,  as  1  did  in  the  bec;inniiij>  ol 
October,    I  <ieoiiied  it   to  be  my  dnty    as  an 
agenl,  to  inform  the  pe(i|)le  so;  and  be!ievin<! 
as  1  did,    that  they  wnnld    or<janize,    1  also  j 
considered  that  it  would  be  much  belter  lode  j 
BO,    by    a    harmonious    cun--ul'ation    i-f  the 
Ayuntamientos,  ihan    b\'  a  pop.lar  conmio- 
tion.     There  were  many  reasons    for  the  re- 1 
commendation  given  in  that  oflicio;  also,  the  i 
result  of  the   civil  war  was   thought  to    be 
doubtful. 

1  understand  and  I  rejoice  to  hear  it,   that  ! 
public  opinion  has   settled  down  on    a  more  \ 
reasonabit    biiKis,  and    that    the  most  of  the " 
Ayuntamientos  of  Texas  have  expressed  their 
wish  to  proceed  in  a  le^^al  nunmer  to  seek  re- 
dress.    J  ou^hl  to  have  been  informed  of  this 
change,  but  I  was  not,  and    knew  nothing  of  i 
it  to  a  certainty,  until  the  5lh  of  November, 
60  that  up  to  that  time    I  acted  under  the  im- 
pressions I  had  when  I   left  Texas  in  April, 
isince  then  I  liave  nut  moved  the  state  ques- 
tion. 

The  past  events  inTixas  necessarily  grew  j 
out  of  the  revolution  of   Jalapa,  which  over- 1 
turned    the  constitution     and    producr d     the 
Counter  revolution  of   \'era   C'rnz,  which  ex- 
tended uvt  r  the  whole  cijiintry,  and  involved 
Texas  with  the  rest.        It  is  well  kno'^Nn  tliat 
it  u  as  my  \v  ish  to  keep  Texas,  and.  pariicular-  , 
ly  the  colony,  out  of  all    revolution,  and    I 
tried  to  do  so,  but  the  tlame  broke  out    in  my 
absence  from  Texas,  in  .Inne  1832,  and  since  : 
then  all  has  been  comph^ely  di.<joinied.     A 
current  was  set  in  molinn  by  the  general  ex- 
tents of  the  civil  war  all  over  the  nation,  and 
under    the  circumstances,  Te.xas    could    not  ; 
avoid  being  agitated  by  it.      No  one  can  be 
blamed  in  any  manner  tor  what  has  happened  , 
since  June  ISoC,  in  Tt  xas — it  was  inevitable 
— neither  was  it  possible  tor  me  to  avoid  lie- 
ing  drawn  iiifo   the  whirlpool.       It  was  niy 
dnty  to  serve  the   country  as  an  agent  if  re- 
quested to  do  ^v\  and  as  an  agent  it  was  my 
duly  to  obey  my  instructions  as  expressed  to 
me. 

I  have  long  sinco  informed  the  Ayunta- 
mienfo  of  Texa«,  of  the  repeal  of  the  law  of 
April,  and  of  the  favorubit  and  friendly  dl.s- 
poaitiun  of  the  guvcntineiil,  and   by  this,   1  of 

of  lordly  slaveholders,  both  resident  and 
transient,  among  thern.  The  more  sober  and 
orderly  inhabitnnts  were  \ery  generally  oppcs- 
'••ivj  it 


coiirM-  re.scinded,  or  annulled  ihe  recommr  ii- 
datinn  of  2(1  October,  tor  that  was  predicated 
I'll  ihe  belief  ihat  ii'dhing  w  onid  be  done,  and 
ihal  the  result  of  the  civil  war  then  pending 
was  doubll'til;  since  then  all  has  changed  tur 
ihe  belter,  and  public  opinion  in  Texas  has 
become  sound,*  and  shaken  of  the  exi'ite- 
meiit  that  necessarily  grew  out  of  the  past 
agi'alioiis. 

I'nder  these  circumstatices  the  prospects 
f 'IVxas  aie  bePer  than  they  ever  have  been. 
The  iiarunal  revolution  is  ended,  a  consiiiu- 
tional  government  exists,  the  i)eople  are  obedi- 
ent to  the  governinent  and  laws  every  where, 
lie  the  same  in  Texas,  and  have  no  more  ex- 
citeineiits,  lvlcri:le  no  luore  violent  meaKurea,  and 
tjoii  will  prosper  rod  obi uin  from  the  govern- 
ment, (ill  till  t  rciifoiioble  men  ought  to  osk  for. 

The  last  year  has  been  one  of  calamities 
lor  Texas — floods,  pestilence,  and  commo- 
tions; I  hope  the  present  year  will  be  more 
favorable.  I  request  that  yc  u  will  have  thifj 
letter  published  for  general  information,  and 
also  the  esiclosed  copy  of  the  answer  given  to 
me  by  his  Kxcellency  the  minister  of  re- 
lations. You  will  see  by  this  answer  the 
very  favorable  and  friendly  disposition  of  the 
general  government  to  make  a  state  or  a  ter- 
ritory of  Texas,  and  do  every  thing  else  with- 
in its  constitutional  powers  fur  the  good  of 
that  country. 

]  consider  my  agency  for  Texas  as  termi- 
nated, but  this  will  not  prevent  me  from  do- 
ing all  I  Ciin  for  the  good  of  that  couniry,  on 
my  own  individual  responsibiiiiy. 

Kotpectlnllv  Vi.nr  mnsl  ob't  serv'l. 

SI "K P F  1 10 N  F.  A U STI X . 

On  Ihc  lOth'of  May,  1834,  he  also 
wrote  as  follows,  from  the  place  of  his 
coiitiiicineut  at  ihe  seal  of  governinent. 
He  does  not  ailniil  that  he  had  entertain- 
ed the  design  of  transferring  the  conntry 
to  the  government  of  the  United  Slates. 
No  one  will  snspecl  llialAe  had  indidged 
a  wish  of  that  kind.  It  was  his  desire 
to  be  at  the  head  of  political  affairs  in 
Texas;  and  were  it  attached  to  the  U.  S. 
lie  wonld  soon  witness  a  rivalry  that 
must  evenlnaily  blast  his  hopes.  But 
many  others  concerned  in  Texas  politics, 
did  contemplate  the  transfer  in  question; 
f  "  Pnblic  opinion  in  Texas  has  become 
sound  I" — The  oduul  Ketllers  had  then  more 
gtiierot'i/  expressed  their  "wishes;"  and  the 
rebellious  slaveiies  and  marauders  had  found 
that  they  had  pushed  ahead  too  soon.— 
The  writer  himself  was  in  a  delicate  and  dif- 
ficult situation,  and  a  litte  prudent  fiolicij 
','■  must  be  used  to  extricate  liim.  His  conduct 
j!  eventually  proved  hoiu  aincere  were  his  own 
I,  professions  of  attachment  to  Mexico. 
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and  even  accordiii;j  to  Austiirs  (roufes- 
pions,  the  belter  disposed  part  of  the  In- 
habilants,  hirnselfiiicluded,  were  dictated 
to,  and  ruled,  by  the  land-speculating  and 
slave-trafiiciiif^  banditti,  wlio  liad  more 
convenient  opportunities  to  concentrate 
their  eflbrts.  'i'lie  letter  from  which  the 
Ibllowinj^  is  extracted,  was  directed  to  a 
gentleman  in  New  Orleans. — 

"I  have  been  in  close  and  solitar}^  con- 
fuiPnieiit  here  until  yesterday,  since  the  13th 
February.  Yesterday  1  was  allowed  to  com- 
inuiiicate  with  persons  outside,  receive  hooks, 
writing  materials,  visits,  &c.  I  expect  to  be 
at  liberty  in  a  short  time,  and  shall  probably 
return  by  way  of  Orleans.  My  crinlinenient 
has  been  very  rigid,  but  I  have  received  no 
personal  ill  treatment.  The  ffood  people  of 
the  Colony  precipitated  me  into  these  diffi- 
culties, by  their  excitements.  I  came  here 
as  tne  atrent  of  excited  and  fevered  constitu- 
ents, and  I  represented  them  ret^ardless  of 
my  persoiial  sal'ety  or  welfare.  I  was  much 
more  impatient  and  of  course  imprudent  tlsan 
c(dd  caleulatinir  prudence  would  sanction. 
but  not  more  so  than  the  tone  and  temjier  of 
rny  cnsiituents  required  when  I  left  them. 
I  do  not  blame  the  Vice  Presideutor  Govern- 
ment for  arresting  me — an  attempt  has  been 
made  to  chartje  me  with  desiirns  to  seperate 
Texas  from  Mexico  and  deliver  it  to  the  U. 
States  of  the  North — that  is  totally  false 
and  without  the  shadow  of  foundation,  as 
all  are  now  couviiiced;  so  that  I  iiave  no 
doubt  I  shall  soon  leave  this  place." 

In  order  to  make  the  reader  more  fa- 
miliar witli  the  proceedings  o{"  those  con- 
cerned in  this  splendid  project,  in  various 
parts  of  America,  I  will  now  present  a 
succinct,  though  comprehensive  view  of 
their  combined  operations.  Many  indi- 
viduals in  other  countries  have  a  hand  in 
it; — yet  its  active  promoters  are  princi- 
pally citizens  of  the  United  States. 

The  Republic  of  Mexico,  from  the  pe- 
riod of  its  organization,  evinced  tlie  ut- 
most liberality  towards  foreigners  in 
granting  permission  to  colonize  its  va- 
cant lands,  until  that  liberality,  and  the 
confidence  reposed  in  their  friendly  dis- 
position, were  grossly  abused,  particu- 
larly by  those  who  proceeded  from  our 
own  country.  Of  the  immense  tracts  of 
land  designated  for  colonization,  in  the 
various  contracts  entered  into  with  the 
different  "  Empresarios,"  those  granted 
to  Zavala,  Vehlein,  and  Burnet,  were 
united  and  transferred  to  a  company  in 
New  York,  called  the  "  Galvezlon  Bay 


and  'i'exas  ],and  ('ompanv."  This  As- 
sociation was  fully  organized  on  the  10th 
of  October,  1830.  The  following  named 
persons  were  appointed  as  Directors,  viz: 
Lynde  Catlin,  Wm.  G.  Bncknor,  George 
Griswold,  Barney  Corse,  John  Ilairerty, 
Dudley  Seldon,  and  Stephen  Whitney. 
The  following  were  also  chosen  as  trus- 
tees, viz:  Anthony  Dey,  George  Curtis, 
Wm.  H.  Sumner.  It  is  believed,  how- 
ever, that  some  of  these  subsequently  de- 
clined acting,  and  others  were  appointed 
in  their  places. — The  contract  entered 
into  by  the  Government  with  Zavala,  was 
concluded  on  the  I2th  of  March,  1829  ; 
with  Vehlein,  21st  December,  1826,  and 
a  second  on  the  11th  October,  1828; 
with  Burnet,  22d  December,  1826.  The 
grants  to  Doniinguez,  and  Wilson  & 
Exter,  were  in  like  manner  conveyed  to 
Elisha  Tibbels,  John  S.  Crary,  Henry 
Hone  and  their  associates,  under  the  title 
of  the  "  .Arkansas  and  Texas  Land 
Compani/,"  by  whom  Thomas  Ludlow 
Ogden,  Daniel  Jackson,  and  Edward  Cur- 
tis, were  appointed  Trustees  to  hold  the 
same,  &c. — Another  company  was  or- 
ganized at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  and  the 
grants  made  to  Ross  and  Leftwilch  were 
transferred  to  it,  ujon  the  same  princi- 
ple. A  third  company  was  likewise 
formed  in  New  York,  at  a  subsequent 
date,  entitled  the  "■Bio  Grand  Compa- 
ny,^^  (I  believe,)  which  agreed  to  colo- 
nize the  tracts  obtained  by  Grant  & 
Beales,  and  Soto  &  Egcrtoa,  as  well 
as  others.  These  several  companies  crea- 
ted "  stocks"  upon  the  basis  of  those 
"grants"  and  threw  them  into  the  market. 
They  also  issued  "scrip,"  authorizing 
the  holders  of  it  to  take  possession  of 
certain  tracts  of  land,  within  the  lines 
marked  out  on  the  map  as  the  boundaries 
of  their  revspective  grants.  This  "scrip" 
embraced  tracts  of  various  dimensions, 
and  was  sold  to  any  who  could  be  in- 
dulged to  purchase,  nt  such  prices  as 
could  be  obtained.  To  a  bona  fide  set- 
tler, (and  none  else  could  obtain  the  land 
it  pretended  to  convey,)  it  could  be  of  no 
advantage  whatever,  as  the  I'acilities  and 
expense  of  procuring  his  tract,  according 
to  law,  would  be  the  same,  whether  he 
held  the  scrip  or  not.  Every  cent  paid 
for  it,  therefore,  was  so  much  loss  to  the 
settler,  and  gain  to   the   company.     Al- 
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thoiiiili  llu'se  (:oin[t;iim'.s  couki  oiilv  liulil 
thfir  irranis  tliroiii^li  the  meiliiuii  of  \.\\f. 
Knipresarios,  for  llip  liiniied  period  of 
six  ye^rs,  and  on  the  express  condiiion  ^ 
of  setllinff  a  sperifieil  number  of  families, 
thevMealt  luii[ely  in  iheir  "stock,"  and 
sold  immense  quanlilies  o(  "scrip,"  in- 
somuili  that  an  immense,  amount  of  mo- 
ney has  no  doubt  been  realized  by 
them — while  very  few  settlers  (in  many 
of  the  grants  none)  have  been  introduced. 
Bv  olttnininf^  from  the  jrovernment  an 
extension  of  the  lime  stipidaled  for  the 
ftdulment  of  contracts  made  with  tlie 
Empresarios,  thev  have  been  enaliled  to 
«-oniinue  and  increase  their  operations 
upon  a  ?rand  scale.  Thousands  in  va- 
rious parts  of  the  Uniteil  Stales  have 
purchased  the  scrip  issued  by  them,  and 
are  interested,  of  course,  in  the  adoption 
of  measures  to  !e>;alize  their  claims. 
This  can  never  be  done,  however,  while 
the  laws  are  in  force,  under  which  the 
colonizalion  privileges  were  obtained. 
When  these  companies  were  first  orga- 
nized, some  honourable  men  engaged  in 
their  spocuialions,  that  were,  doubtless, 
actuated  by  honest  motives  :  but  many 
have  since  joined  in  the  scheme,  who  are 
reckless  of  all  j)rii:.'iple  except  that  of 
money-making.  The  "  scrip"  being 
lransferai)le,  a  large  portioti  of  it  has 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  needy  adventu- 
rers, who  likewise  are  willing  to  encour- 
age anv  measures  that  mav  seem  calcu- 
lated to  promote  iheir  imiuediate  pecuni- 
ary interests. 

To  show  more  clearly  how  utterly  at 
variance  were  these  measures  with  the 
regulations  adopted  by  the  government 
for  the  selileiuent  of  the  country,  I  here 
oopy  the  Law  enacted  by  the  Slate  Le- 
^'islalure,  prescribing  the  terms  upon 
which  foreigners  were  permitled  to  colo- 
nize the  vacant  lands  in  'I'exas. — I  be- 
lieve this  law  has  never  before  been  pub- 
lished. Tit  lenglh,  in  the  I'liited  Slates — 
at  least  1  have  not  hilherlo  seen  a  frans- 
Idlion  of  it  in  print.  A  reference  to  it 
will  be  useful,  as  well  to  elucidate  the 
liberal  views  anil  propositions  of  the  gov- 
ernment, as  to  exhibit  the  dishonest 
practices  of  slaveholders  and  land-job- 
bers, who  have  parcelled  out  the  territory 
among  tliemselves  and  their  associate 
£<ivoHUirers.       AllliouL'h    the   law.   here 


ijUDU-d,  IS  uol  liie  liisi  that  was  euacu  d 
III  encoiiratje  the  colonizalion  of  the  Tex- 
as counirv,  it  is  nearly  the  same  as  the 
one  originally  promulirated — beinir  mere- 
ly a  revision  of  ihe  sialule,  with  a  few 
trilling  aheralions  in  delads,  williout 
cfianging  its  general  feaiures  or  princi- 
ples. 

Colonization  Law  of  Coamvila 
•t  Tkxas. 
Supreme  (Joveriimeiii  of  ilie  Slate  of  Coahui- 

la  ic  'IVxas. 
The  Governor   of   ilie  Stale  of  Coabnila  & 
Tt^xas  to  ail  the  inhabitants — lieaitli.    'I'ho 
('oiigress  of  llie  said  State  has  passed  the 
following  Decree. 

[Decrck  Xo.  lyo.] 

The  Constitutional  Contrress  of  the  free,  in- 
dependent, and  sovereign  Slate  of  Coahui- 
la  <S;  'I'tfXas,  decrees  as  follows  : 
Aktici.k  1. —  I  hose  Mexic.uis  who,  at  llie 
period  of  ilie  puMicaiioii  of  this  l.iw,  shall 
deteriuiiie  to  seille  any  of  the  vacant  land  he- 
longing  to  the  Slate,  are  hereby  ofl'ered  asy- 
lum and  protection. 

A:iT.  2. — Any  Mexican,  or  Mexicans,  who 
shall  propose  to  introduce,  ai  his  or  iheir  own 
expense,  Ninety  Families,  at  least,  shall 
present  themselves  to  the  Government,  and 
enter  into  contract,  in  confonuity  with  this 
law;  and  the  territory,  in  which  lliey  are  to  es- 
tablish themselves,  shall  be  poinibd  oul^ 
which  contract  shall  be  fiillillfd  within  four 
years.  'I'liose  who  do  not  e'^iablish  the  said 
number  of  families,  shall  furfeil  the  rights 
and  privileges  henby  graiil(Hl. 

Akt.  3. — So  soon  as'I'hirty  Families  shall 
be  collected,  they  shall  proceed  to  the  formal 
establishment  of  new  'i'owns,  in  the  most 
convenient  places  in  the  opinion  of  the  *.o- 
verninent,  or  of  the  person  commissioned  by 
it,  fur  that  purpose;  and  for  eacli  new  'I'own, 
foursipiare  Leagues  of  land  shall  be  designa- 
ted, the  figure  of  which  may  be  regular,  or 
ir-regnlar.  iu-cording  to  its  location. 

Art.  1. — If  any  site  where  a  new  Town 
shall  be  t'ormed  belong  to  an  individual,  and 
itie  eblablisbmriit  may  he  of  known  and  gen- 
eral uliiitv.  it  shall  still  be  formed--observ- 
iog  the  rcifulaiions  of  the  Constitution,  in  the 
fourth  restriction  of  .\rticle  113. 

Akt.  a. —  Ihe  Government,  in  considera- 
tion of  ilie  agreement  which  any  contractor, 
or  contractors,  shall  enter  into,  and  f,jr  the 
better  location  and  formation  of  the  new 
towns,  and  the  exact  division  of  soil  and  wa- 
ter, shall  commission  a  contidenlial  person,  who 
shall  be  of  Mexican  origin,  and  not  enjoy  for- 
eign privileires,  who  shall  proceed  according 
to  the  instructions  of  the  -Ith  of  September, 
18"JT,  when  not  in  opposition  to  this  law. 
AuT.  r>. — III  Tiwiis   '.vliirh  admit  of  water 


GENIUS  OF  UNIVERSAL  EMANCIPATION. 

Fiiit,  .Iiisliti;i  Ivuiit  Cuiliini. 


173 


works,  thpy  will  be  constructed  for  iiccouiil 
of  those  coiiceriied.  The,  Coniinissiidiier  will 
divide  the  w.iter  olf  in  pipes,  or  cniuluils,  vn- 
<ieavoriii<r  to  make  them,  at  lea^^t,  half  a  yard 
wide;  one  u['  which  sirall  be  for  the  use  of 
the  Town,  and  the  others  fur  irriy;atiu(r  the 
fields, 

Arir.  7. — The  contractor  and  new  settlers, 
in  the  division  and  location  of  land  and  wa- 
ter, shall  be  at  no  other  expense  than  the  [)ay 
of  the  commissioner  and  surveyor,  according 
to  law. 

Airr.  8. — To  each  Family,  inclnded  in 
the  contract,  referred  to  in  Art.  2,  shall  be 
^jiven  one  Day  of  water,  and  one  Labor  of 
land,  [177  acres]  or  two  if  the  land  is  tem- 
poral, [cannot  be  irrigated]  and  a  Town  lot 
■of  70  yards  square,  on  which  they  shall  build 
ji  house,  within  two  3'ears,  under  pain  of  for- 
feiture of  their  privilejre.  Should  they  pos- 
sess over  one  hundred  head  of  stock — either 
of  cattle  or  horses — or  six  hundred  head  of 
small  stock,  they  shall  be  entitled  to  a  Sitio 
£4403  acres]  of  pasture  land. 

Art.  9. — A  square  of  land,  which  on  each 
side  measures  one  League,  of  5000  Varas — 
or,  what  is  the  same,  an  area  or  superfices  of 
^:), 000, 000  square  varas— shall  be  called  a 
Sitio;  and  this  shall  be  the  unit  for  counting 
one,  two,  or  more  Silios; — as,  likewise,  the 
miit  for  counting  one,  two,  or  more  Labors, 
shall  be  one  million  square  varas,  or  one  thou- 
sand varas  on  each  side,  which  shall  consti- 
tute a  Labor,  The  vara,  for  these  admea- 
surements, shall  consist  of  three  geometrical 
feet. 

Akt.  10. — This  Law  concedes  to  the  con- 
tractors,  for   each    Ninety    Families   which 
shall  be  established  in  the  new  settlements, 
lour   Sitios  of  grazing  land,  and  three  days 
of  water  in  each  supply  that  can  be  used  for  | 
cultivation  of  the  settlement.     But  they  can  j 
take    only  tiiat  proportion   for   nine  hundred 
families,  though  a  greater  number  should  be  i 
established — nor  shall   they  have  the  right  to  j 
any  premium  ("or  any  fraction,  not  reaching! 
ti^  ninety. 

Art.  11. — No  Commissioner,  nor  any  oth- ; 
er  authority,  can  give  to  the  same  person  a  j 
second  Lot,  unless  he  shall  have  built  upon  | 
the  first.  I 

Art.  12. — The  contractor  who,  on  account  \ 
of  the  Families  he  shall  establish,  shall  ac- J 
quire,  according  to  Art.  10.  tnore  than  Eleven 
Sitios,  must  dis[)osp  of  the  excess  within 
nine  years.  And  if  he  does  not  do  so,  the 
respective  civil  authorities  shall  put  it  up  at 
public  auction,  and  pay  over  to  the  owners 
the  net  proceeds,  deducting  the  expenses  of 
the  sale. 

Art.  \^. — The  Government  can  sell,  to 
Mexicans,  such  lands  as  they  wish,— with 
the  proviso,  that  no  single  person  obtain  more 
than   eleven    Sitios,    and  under   the  express 


condition,  that  the  purclias(>r  have  introduced 
into  said  lands,  by  the  fourth  year  of  bis  pur- 
chase, at  the  least  Thirty  head  of  large,  and 
Two  hundred  head  of  small  cattle,  for  each 
Sitio.  The  jjurchaser  shall  pay  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  state,  or  wherever  the  Gov- 
ernment shall  direct,  at  the  time  of  sale,  the 
fourth  part  of  the  land  sold;  and  the  three  re- 
maining parts  shall  be  paid  the  second,  third, 
and  fourth  years,  res|)ectively,  under  penalty 
of  forfeiting  his  right  to  any  part,  and  losing 
the  whole  by  his  failure  to  comply  with  this 
arrangement. 

Art.  14. — The  price  of  each  Sitio,  within 
ten  leagues  in  a  straight  line  from  the  shores 
of  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  shall  be  Two  Hundred 
Dollars,  if  it  be  of  grazing  land,  raid  Three 
Hundred,  if  of  temporal.  In  the  rest  of  the 
Department  of  Bejar,  the  value  shall  be  One 
hundred  Dollars,  if  it  be  of  grazing  land,  and 
One  Hundred  and  Fifty,  if  of  temporal.  And 
in  the  other  commons  of  the  State,  the  value 
shall  he  Fifteen  Dollars,  for  grazing  land, 
and  Twenty,  for  temporal. 

Art.  15. — The  Ciovernment  will  sell  to 
Mexicans,  alone,  the  land  which,  by  its  local 
situation,  will  admit  of  irrigation,  and  shall 
not  be  marked  out  for  settlements,  at  Three 
Hundred  Dollars  each  Sitio,  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Bejar, — and  in  other  parts  of  tho 
State  at  Two  Hundred  Dollars, — accordinu 
to  the  terms  in  Art,  13,  on  the  express  condi- 
tion, that  by  the  fourth  year  from  the  purchase, 
the  purchaser  shall  have  the  eighth  part  of 
the  land  under  cultivation — observing  the 
same  rule  with  respect  to  the  temporal  lands 
as  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  article. 

Art.  16. — There  shall  be  no  variation  in 
regard  to  the  contracts  which  the  Govern- 
ment shall  have  entered  into,  nor  in  the 
grants  which  it  shall  have  made  to  purchas- 
ers or  settlers,  in  virtue  of  the  Decree,  No. 
16,  of  24th  March,  1825;  but  care  shall  be 
taken  that  those  who  shall  have  purchased, 
within  eighteen  months  after  the  publication 
of  this  law,  enter  into  possession  of  the  lands 
granted  to  them. 

Upon  those  of  the  former  class,  who  shall 
hereafter  make  new  contracts,  or  shall  liold 
new  grants  in  the  way  of  purchase,  (i.  e.  in 
virtue  of  the  Decree  No.  1(!,  of  the  24lh 
March,  1R.;5,)  it  shall  be  obligatory  to  make, 
within  eighteen  months  from  the  execution 
of  their  respective  contracts,  settlements  on 
their  lands  of  one-sixth  ])art  of  the  familie.'? 
stipulated  in  their  said  contracts;  and  those 
of  the  second  class  (to  wit,  those  who  shall 
have  purchased  within  eighteen  months  after 
the  publication  of  this  law)  shall,  within  the 
period  specified  in  their  contracts,  actually 
enter  int",  possession  of  the  lands,  under  the 
penalty  of  forfeiting  them  by  not  observing 
.  this  regulation.  , 
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Art.  17. — Kvory  new  selilemoiu  shall  he 
free  from  all  coiiirihuiioiis,  whatever,  for  the 
space  o(  ten  years  from  the  limn  of  its  eslab- 
lishineni,  except  such  as  shall  be  laid,  gene- 
rally, to  prevent  or  repel  forciijn  invasion. 

Aitr.  18. —  The  Families    wliich   shall,  at 
their  own  expense,  remove  to  any  of  the  new 
settlements,  ami  wish  to  establish  then»selves 
in  any  of  them,  can  do  so   at  any  time;  and  j 
shall    therefore     be    entitled   to    the    benerus  I 
•rranled    by    this     law  to    new  settlers;  for  1 
which  purpose  they  shall  present  themselves  ' 
to  the  Commissioner,  or,  in  his   absence,  to  , 
the  respective   civil  authority,    in  order  that,  i 
by  makinsf  themselves  known  to  the  Covern-  i 
ment,  they  may    receive  their  grants  in  due  ' 
form. 

Akt.  10. — No  new  settler,  whether  Mexi- ! 
can  or  Foreigner,  shall  sell,  or  alienate  in  any  ; 
manner,  or  under  any  pretext,  the  water  or  j 
land  in  his  possession,  until  after  having  en-  i 
tered  upon  and  possessed  the  same  during' 
six  years.  I 

AiiT.  'JO. —  V  Mexican  or  a  Foreigner,  who  j 
shall  undertake  to  colonize  with  foreign  fami- 
lies, whose  introduction  is  not  prohibited  by  , 
the  general  law,  of  6lh  April,  1S30,   shall  be  : 
entiiUfd  to  the  benefits  conceded    in  Art.  10, 
of  this  law.  : 

AuT.  "Jl. — The  division  of  the  land  and 
water  to  foreign  families,  as  set  forth  in  Ar- 
ticles 18  and  '20,  shall  be  made  in  conformity  ; 
to  Art.  8,  provided  the  conditions  required  by 
Xhis  law  are  complied  with — they  paying  to 
<he  State  one  third  less  price  than  is  set  forth 
in  Art.  14,  in  the  following  terms  :  One-half  i 
of  the  value  in  two  years  from  taking  posses- 
sion, and  the  balance  in  six  years. 

Akt,  -jo. — To  such    Families,  as  are  refer- 
red to  in  the  preceding  article,  shall  be  given 
half  a  Sitio  of  grazing  land,   ])rovided   they  i 
possess  the  number  of  large  and  small  cattle, 
.required  in  the  second  part  of  Article  8. 

Art.  23. — The  Ayuntamientos  of  each  j 
municipality  shall  collect  the  above  mention- 
ed funds,  gratis,  by  means  of  a  Committee, 
appointed  either  within  or  without  their  bo- 
<iy;  and  shall  remit  them,  as  they  are  collec- 
ted, to  the  Treasuser  of  their  funds,  who 
will  give  the  corresponding  receipt,  and 
without  any  other  compensation  than  two 
and  an  half  per  cent,  which  is  all  that  shall 
be  allowed  him;  he  shall  hold  them  at  the 
disposition  of  the  Government,  rendering  an 
account,  every  inoi-.t'.i,  of  the  ingress  or 
egress,  and  of  any  reiuisinessor  fraud  which 
he  may  observe  in  their  collection;  for  the 
correct  management  of  all  which,  the  person 
employed,  and  the  eoramiitee,  and  the  iudi- 
viduals  of  the  ayuntaiuientos  who  appoint 
them,  shall  be  individually  responsible;  and 
that  this  responsibility  may  be  at  all  times 
effectual,  the  said  appointments  shall  be 
made  viva   voce,  and     information  shall    be 


given  thereof  immediately  to  the  Llovern- 
ment. 

Aur.  21. — Foreigners,  in  order  to  be  admit- 
ted as  new  settlers,  must  competently  prove, 
betore  the  Commissioner,  and  on  his  respon- 
sibility, their  good  morals,  belief  in  C-hristi- 
anitv,  and  good  conduct.  These  indispensi- 
ble  requisites  are  to  be  set  forth  in  the  Book, 
Becerro,  mentioned  in  Article  0,  of  the  in- 
structinns  ot  4ih  .September,  1827. 

Aur.  23. —  1  he  (Jovernmeut  will  take  care 
that,  in  the  'rwcnly  Leagues,  bordering  on 
the  United  Slates  of  Aiuerica,  and  !  en 
Leagues  in  a  straiijht  line  from  the  coast  of 
the  gulf  of  .Mexico,  in  the  bounds  of  the  State, 
no  establishment  shall  he  made  which  shall 
notconsist  of  two-thirds  of  Mexicans,  obtain- 
ing, by  anticipation,  the  approbation  ol'the  Su- 
preme Government  of  the  Union;  to  wiiich 
effect  information  shall  be  sent  of  all  pro- 
ceedings which  shall  be  made  in  the  matter, 
whether  the  undertakers  be  Mexicans  or  Fo- 
reigners. 

AiiT.  -JG. — In  the  distribiUion  of  land?,  na- 
tive Mexicans  shall  be  preferred  to  foreigners; 
and  no  other  distinction  shall  be  made  be- 
tween the  forun'r,  except  what  is  based  upon 
their  particular  merit  and  their  services  dene 
to  the  <-ountry — or,  other  circumstances  being 
equal,  tiieir  nearness  to  the  place  where  the 
lands  are  situated. 

Aur.  -27. —  I  be  Indians,  of  all  nations,  bor- 
dering upon  the  Slate,  as  well  as  the  wander- 
ing tribes  within  it,  shall  be  received  in  the 
markets  without  exacting  from  them  a:iy 
commercial  duties  u|)on  their  trade  in  articles 
of  the  country.  And.  if  thus  drawn,  by  the 
orentleness  and  confidencP  with  which  they 
shall  al.->o  be  treated,  they  shall,  declaring 
themselves  first  in  favor  of  our  religion  and 
institutions,  establisii  themselves  in  any  part 
of  the  seiUements  w  hich  shall  he  formed, 
they  shall  be  admitttd,  and  allowed  the 
same  terms  as  other  settlers,  treated  of  in  tlii^ 
law,  distinguishinor the  natives  as  Mexicans, 
and  till!  borderers  as  foreigners,  without  ex- 
acting from  the  first  any  number  of  cattle. 

Aur.  '2'i — In  order  that  there  may  be  no 
vacancies,  between  tracts,  of  which  great 
care  shall  be  taken  in  the  distribution  of 
lands,  they  shall  be  laid  ofi'  in  squares,  or 
other  fo;ms  although  irregular,  if  the  heal 
situation  reijuires  it;  and  in  said  distribution, 
as  well  as  in  llie  assignation  of  lands  for  new 
■fowns,  previous  notice  shall  he  given  to  tlie 
adjoining  proprietors,  (if  any)  in  order  to  pre- 
vent dissentions  and  law-suits- 

AuT.  21). —  The  quantity  of  vacant  land 
which  has  to  be  laid  out  upon  the  banks  of  a 
river,  rivulet,  stream,  or  lake,  shall  not,  if 
practicable,  exc^'cd  a  fourth  part  of  the  whole 
depth  of  the  tract  granted. 

Aur.  30.— If,  by  error  in  the  grant,  any 
land  bhall  be  concedi  d,  belonging  to  another 
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individual,  on  proof  bein;^  made  (d'tlint  lacJ,  i 
an  p(iual  quaiitily  sliall  be  o-raiitcd,  (ils(>wb*Tft, 
lo  ibe  person  wlio  may  liavo  thus  olUaiiied  it 
ihroujh  niisitaivK;  and  lie  shall  bo  indemnilied,  j 
b}'  the  owner  of  sucb  land,  for  aay  iin])rove- 1 
rneiiis  which  be  shall  have  made  thereon;  the  I 
just  value  of  whicli  improvements  shall  be  j 
ascertained  by  appraisers.  ! 

Ah  r.  31.— By  Will,  regnlated  accnrdintr  to  ! 
existino-  jaws,  or  such  as  may  hereafter  exist,  I 
every  new  settler,  from  the  day  of  his  estab-  | 
lishment,  can  dispose  of  his  lands,  allhoufrh 
they  shall  not  be  cultivate<i:  and  if  he  shall 
die   intestate,  he  shall   be  succeeded   in   his 
lands,  by  ilie  heirs  at  law  of  all  his   property 
and  rights — in   either  case,  the  inheritor  jier- 
formin^  the  conditions  and  obligations  of  the 
principal. 

AitT.  3-2. — The  lands  acquired,  by  virtne 
of  this  law,  shall,  in  no  case,  fall  into  mort- 
main;— and  those  pnrchasers,  who  have  ob- 
tained a  tiile  to  any,  shall  not  be  at  liberty 
to  dispose  of  them,  withont  lust  havinir  com- 
plied with  the  reijnisitions  of  this  law. 

Anr.  33. — A  new  settler  who,  in  order  to 
establish  himself  in  a  foreign  country,  de- 
termines to  leave  the  territory  of  the  State, 
may  do  so,  freely,  with  all  his  property; — 
bnt  wlien  once  withdrawn,  shall  no  lonjTer 
hold  his  lands.  And  if  he  shall  not  before 
have  disposed  of  them,  or  if  the  disposition  be 
i.ot  in  conformity  to  Art.  19,  they  shall  re- 
main vacated  entirely. 

Art.  31. — The  Government,  in  aij  eement 
with  tjie  ordinary  ecclesiastics,  v/iil  be  care- 
ful to  provide  ai)  adequate  nuinber  of  Pastors 
for  the  new  settlements;  and  in  concurrence 
with  the  same  authority,  shall  propose  to  the 
Lotrislatnre,  for  its  approbation,  the  salaries 
v.iiicli  tiie  said  Pastors  ought  to  receive, 
which  are  to  be  paid  by  the  new  settlers. 

All  r.  35. — The  new  settlers,  in  regard  io 
the  introduction  of  SLves,  shJl  lie  subject  In 
I  ws  which  now  exist,  and  which  shall  kenafter 
be  ni'ide  on  the  subject. 

Akt.  3(5.  The  servants  and  laborers  which, 
in  future,  foreign  colonists  shall  introduce, 
.v/(///  not,  li'j  J'ti'Cc  "J  ami  contract  n-hatcrtr,  iv- 
mnin  hound  lo  linir  sci  vice  a  longer  sp.xc  oj 
time  than  ten  i/''ur.s. 

AiiT.  37.  The  commissioner,  or  commis- 
sioners, which  shall  be  appointed  in  con- 
formity with  this  law,  shall  not  be  suspend- 
ed ir.  their  functions  by  any  other  authority 
than  that  of  the  Government.  The  Judges, 
within  their  own  jurisdictions  respectively, 
shall  inform  of  any  bad  management  that 
may  be  known. 

AiiT.  38.  The  Decree  of  24th  March, 
1825,  No.  16,  is  abrogated. 

The  Governor  of  the  State  will  understand 
that  this  law  be  complied  with: — and  he  will 
print,  publi.ih,  and  circulate  il. 


(liven  in  the  City  of  Leoira  Vicario,  2Sth 
Ajiril,  1832. 

.lOSK  .IKSUS    (.U  VNDF., 

I' resident. 
For  Manuei,  Musqiz.,  Sccretori/. 

(Jesahio  FifiL'Kuo,  «SV'c.  I'ro.  Tern. 
Whereupon,  I  command  that  it  be  printed, 
published,   and    circulated;    and    that    it    be 
compiled  with. 

.)OSR    MAlilA   I)K   Lr.TOXA. 
Santiago   dfl   Vai.lk,  S  cretary. 
Lioiia.  Vicario,  May  2/,  1S32. 

The  land-speculations,  aforesaid,  have 
extended  lo  most  of  the  cities  and  vil- 
lages of  the  United  Stales,  the  British 
colonies  in  America,  and  ihe  settlements 
of  foreigners  in  all  the  eastern  parts  of 
Mexico.  All  concerned  in  them  are 
aware  that  a  change  in  the  goverment  of 
the  conntry  ')nust  take  place,  if  their 
claims  shall  ever  he  legalized. 

The  advocates  of  slavery,  in  our  Routh- 
ern  stales  and  elsewhere,  want  more 
land  on  this  continent  snilahle  for  the 
cnllnre  of  sugar  and  cotton  ;  and  if  Tex- 
as, with  the  adjoining  portions  of  Ta- 
maidipas,  Coahtiila,  Chilioalnia,  and 
Santa  Fe,  east  of  the  Rio  Bravo  del 
Norte,  can  be  wrested  from  the  Mexican 
government,  room  will  be  alTorded  for  the 
redundant  slave  population  in  the  United 
States,  even  to  a  remote  period  of  lime. 
The  following  may  be  taken  as  a  fair  es- 
timate of  the  dimensions  of  this  exten- 
sive region,  in  square  miles,  and  in  Eng- 
lish acres.  It  is  calculated  from  tho 
boundaries  of  the  different  departments, 
as  marked  in  Tanner's  Map  of  Mexico, 
revised  in  inr;  i.  ; — 

Texas,  (prupei-,)       ICr^OOvO 

Tamauhpaseu.t^      13.000 

ol  Kio  Bravo,       3 

7.001^ 

9,000 

107,000 


Coabuilj,  do. 
('liihnahna,  do. 
iSanta  Fe,       do. 


10  4. 560,000 

8,900,000 

4.180,000 

5,700,000 

68,480,000 


Total  301,000       li)i2,2 10,000 

The  breeders  of  slaves,  in  tliose  parts 
of  ihe  United  States  where  slave  labour 
has  become  nnprolitable, — and  also  ihii 
tratlickers  in  human  llesli,  whether  Ame- 
rican or  foreign,  desire  an  e.xtentled  mar- 
ket, which  I'exas  would  allord  if  revijlu- 
tionized,  and  governed  as  well  as  inhab- 
it(!d  by  those  who  are  in  favour  of  re-es- 
tablishing tlic  system  of  slavery  in  that 
section  of  country.  The  northern  land 
siicculators    most   cheerfully   co-operate 
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Willi  llif  soullierii  sLive-liolders  in  the 
praiid  srlicme  of  ausiresbinii,  wiili  the 
liope  of  ininieiise  gam  ;  ami  the  shne- 
iiKTchniits  phiy  iiilt)  the  haiuls  of  boili, 
with  the  same  heartless,  avaricious  feel- 
ings antl  views.  The  prineipal  seat  of 
operations  for  the  first,  is  Mew  York, — 
thouijli  some  active  and  regular  ai^encies 
are  estahlished  at  New  Orleans  and 
Nashville,  and  minor  ajjeneies  in  other 
j)laces.  'I'lio  sei-ond  exercise  their  in- 
lUience  individually,  without  any  partie- 
idar  oriranization  :  while  the  third  co- 
operate with  all,  as  opportunities  present 
themselves.  They  have  subsidized 
presses  at  command,  ready  to  give  exten- 
sive circulation  to  whatever  they  may 
wish  to  publish  in  furtherance  of  their 
views.  And  orators,  legislators,  and  per- 
sons holding  odicial  stations  under  our 
Federal  government,  are  deeply  interest- 
ed in  their  operations,  and  frequently 
willing  instruments  to  promote  their 
cause. 

Such  are  the  motives  for  action — such 
the  combination  of  interests — such  the 
organization,  sources  of  influence,  and 
I'oundalion  o:  authority,  upon  which  the 
present  Texan  Insurrection  rests.  The 
resident  colonists  compose  but  a  small 
fraction  of  the  party  concerned  in  it. 
The  standard  of  revolt  was  raised  as  soon 
as  it  was  clearly  ascertained  tliat  slavery 
(uiuld  not  be  perpetuated,  nor  the  illegal 
s,  eculalious  in  land  continued,  under  tiie 
government  of  the  Mexican  Republic. 
The  Mexican  authorities  were  charged 
with  acts  of  oppression,  while  the  true 
causes  of  the  revolt — the  motives  and 
designs  of  the  insurgents — were  studi- 
ously concealed  from  the  public  view. 
Inlluential  slave-holders  :.re  coniribnting 
inonev,  equipping  troops,  and  marching 
to  the  scene  of  conflict.  The  land  spec- 
ulators are  tiliinir  out  expeditions  from 
New  York  and  New  Orleans,  with  men, 
munitions  of  war,  provisions,  &:c.,  to 
promote  the  object.  'I'he  Independence  of 
Texas  is  declared,  and  the  system  of  sla- 
very, as  well  as  the  slave  trade,  (with 
the  United  States,)  is  fully  recognised  by 
the  government  they  have  set  up.  , Com- 
missioners are  sent  from  the  colonies, 
and  agents  are  appointed  here,  to  make 
formal  application,  enlist  the  sympathies 
of  our  citizens,  and  solicit  uiJ  in  every 


way  tlial  it  i-aii  be  lunii>lie(l.  The  liirt- 
linij;  prensva  are  activelv  engaged  in  pro- 
moting the  success  of  their  eflorls,  by 
misrepr<  sentiiig  the  character  of  the 
Mexicans,*  issuing  inflamalory  appeals, 
and  urging  forward  the  ignorant,  the  un- 
suspecting, the  adventurous,  and  tln^  un- 
principled, to  a  participation  in  ihe  strug- 
gle. 

In  the  course  oi  mv  oliservalioiis,  I 
have  several  times  asserted,  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  insurrectionists  to  estab- 
lish and  perpeiiiale  the  system  of  slavery, 
by  '■'Cunslituliunur^  j)r()visioii.  In  proof 
of  tiiis,  I  now  quote  several  |)aragraplis 
I'roni  the  Constitution  which  they  lately 
adopted.  This  extract  is  taken  from 
that  part  under  the  liead  of  "  Ceneral 
Provisions,"  and  embraces  all  that  re- 
lates to  slavery.  We  remember  the  pro- 
clamation of  D.  G.  Hurnet,  the  President 
of  their  assumed  government,  issued  a 
few  nuniths  since,  setting  forth  that  their 
Consinuuou  prohibited  the  ''slave  tradc,^' 
^•cA      That  "  proclamation"  was  circu- 

*For  the  purpose  of  exciting  the  .synipul/it/ 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  the  ma- 
rauders w  ho  are  engaged  in  the  Texas  insur- 
rection have  represented  the  Mexicans  as  a 
blood-thirsty  race;  while  they  have  them- 
selves, by  their  piniticol  acts,  excited  the 
vengeance  of  a  people  with  whom  their  own 
government  is  |>rotesscdly  at  peace.  Some 
instances  of  severe  retribution  have  been  vis- 
ited upon  them;  but  most,  if  not  all,  of  the 
charges  prefered  against  the  Mexicans, 
as  respects  their  faithlessness  and  cruelty, 
are  sheer  falsehoods.  Much  has  been  said 
about  the  execution  of  Fanin  and  ids  band  of 
Geor<ria  volunteers.  By  the  /etc*  of  Mexico 
(which  had  been  published  in  this  country 
before  tiiey  left  home)  they  were  considered 
precisely  in  the  light  of  pirates.  The  laws 
of  nations  also  present  them  in  tlie  same 
li^ht,  and  they  were  treated  accordingly.  In 
a  moral  view,  tliis  was  their  true  character, — 
for  their  chief  oI)jecl  was  oppression  and  the 
plunder  of  a  people  who  had  never  offended 
them.  We  have  been  told  that  terms  of 
capitulation  were  granted  them,  by  which 
their  lives  were  to  be  spared.  This  the  Mex- 
ican Generals  have  promptly  and  positively 
denied;  and  we  have  more  reason  to  credit 
;  their  assiTtions,  than  those  of  persons  engag- 
in  i)iratical  enterprises. 

t  When  the  Convention  (so  called)  was 
assembled  at  San  Filipe  to  draft  a  State  Con- 
stiiution,  David  G.  Burnet  introduced  the  re- 
solution condemning  the  Cuba  slave  trader,  to 
whicli    J    have   befoie   adverted.     Then,   aa 
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lated  for  the  special  purpose  of  deceivini^ 
the  opponents  of  slavery  in  the  United 
Stales  and  inducing  them  to  join  in  their 
marauding  crusade.  It  will  now  be  seen, 
that  the  measure  was  a  device  of  the 
most  hypocritical  complexion.  This  ex- 
tract will  also  be  found  to  contain  much 
that  is  fully  contirmatory  of  what  I  have 
before  slated,  upon  other  topics  connect- 
ed with  the  general  subject  before  us. 

Sec.  6.  All  free  white  persons  who  shall 
emigrate  to  this  Republic,  and  who  shall, 
after  a  residence  of  six  months,  make  oath 
before  some  competent  authority  that  he  in- 
tends to  reside  permanently  in  the  same,  and 
shall  swear  to  support  this  Constitution,  and 
that  he  will  bear  true  allegiance  to  the  Re- 
public of  Texas,  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the 
privileges  of  citizenship. 

Sec.  7.  So  soon  as  convenience  will  per- 
mit, there  shall  be  a  penal  code  formed  on 
principles  of  reformation,  and  not  of  vindic- 
tive justice;  and  the  civil  and  criminal  laws 
shall  be  revised,  digested,  and  arranged  under 
different  heads  ;  and  all  laws  relating  to  land 
titles  shall  be  translated,  revised,  and  pro- 
mulgated. 

Sec.  8.  All  persons  who  shall  leave  the 
country  for  the  purpose  of  evading  a  partici- 
pation in  the  present  struggle,  or  shall  refuse 
to  participate  in  it,  or  shall  give  aid  or  assis- 
tance to  the  present  enemy,  shall  forfeit  all 
rights  to  citizenship,  and  such  lands  as  they 
may  hold,  in  the  Republic, 

Sec.  9.  All  persons  of  color,  who  were 
slaves  for  life  previous  to  their  emigration  to 
Texas,  and  who  are  now  held  in  bondage,  shall 
remain  in  the  like  state  of  servitude,  provided 
the  said  slave  shall  be  the  bona  fide  property 
of  the  person  so  holding  said  slave  as  afore- 
said. Congress  shall  pass  no  laws  to  prohibit 
emigrants  from  the  United  States  of  .America 
from  bringing  their  slaves  into  the  liepublic 
with  them,  and  holding  them  by  the  same 
tenure  by  which  such  slaves  were  held  in 
the  United  Stales  ;  nor  shall  Congress  have 
the  power  to  emancipate  slaves  ,-  nor  shall  any 
slave-holder  be  allowed  to  emancipate  his  or  her 
slave  or  slaves,  luithout  the  consent  of  Congress, 
unless  he  or  she  shall  send  his  or  her  slave 
or  slaves  without  the  limits  of  the  Republic. 
No  free  person  of  African  descent,  either  in 
whole  or  in  part,  shall  be  permitted  to  reside 
permanently  in  the  Republic,  without  the  con- 
sent of  Congress;  and  the  importation  or  ad- 
mission of  Africans  or  negroes  into  this  Re- 
public, excepting  from  the  United  States  of 
America,  is  forever  prohibited,  and  declared 
to  be  piracy. 

Sec  10.  All  persons,  {Mf ricans ,  the.  descen- 
dants of  JIfricans,  and  Indians  excepted^  who 
were  residing  in  Texas  on  the  day  of  the  De- 


claration of  Indopendeuce,  [A  great  portion 
of  the  native  Mexican  citizens  are,  of  course, 
excluded.]  shall  be  considered  citizens  of  the 
Republic,  and  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of 
such.  All  citizens  now  living  in  Texas  who 
have  not  received  their  portion  of  land,  in 
like  manner  as  colonists,  shall  be  entitled  to 
their  land  in  the  following  proportion  and 
manner:  Every  head  of  a  family  shall  be  en- 
titled to  one  league  and  "labor"  of  land, 
and  every  single  man  of  the  age  of  seventeen 
and  upwards,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  third 
part  of  one  league  of  land.  All  citizens  who 
may  have,  previously  to  the  adoption  of  this 
Constitution,  received  their  league  of  land  as 
heads  of  families,  and  their  quarter  of  a  leao-ue 
of  land  as  single  persons,  shall  receive  such 
additional  quantity  as  will  make  the  quantity 
of  land  received  by  them  equal  to  one  leao-ue 
and  "labor"  and  one-third  of  a  leaorne,  un- 
less by  bargain,  sale,  or  exchange,  they  have 
transferred,  or  may  henceforth  transfer  their 
right  to  said  land,  or  a  portion  thereof,  to 
some  other  citizen  of  the  Republic;  and  in 
such  case  the  person  to  whom  such  rio-ht 
shall  have  been  transferred,  shall  be  entitled 
to  the  same,  as  fully  and  amply  as  the  per- 
son making  the  transfer  might  or  could  have 
been.  No  alien  shall  hold  land  in  Texas,  ex- 
cept by  titles  emanating  directly  from  the 
Government  of  this  Republic.  But  if  any 
citizen  of  this  Republic  should  die  intestate 
or  otherwise,  his  children  or  heirs  shall  in- 
herit his  estate,  and  aliens  shall  have  a  rea- 
sonable time  to  take  possession  of  and  dis- 
pose of  the  same,  in  a  manner  hereinafter  to  ' 
be  pointed  out  by  law.  Orphan  children, 
whose  parents  were  entitled  to  land  under 
the  colonization  law  of  Mexico,  and  who  now 
reside  in  the  Republic,  shall  be  entitled  to  all 
the  rights  of  which  their  parents  were  pos- 
sessed at  the  lime  of  their  death.  The  citi- 
zens of  the  Republic  shall  not  be  compelled 
to  reside  on  the  land,  but  shall  have  their 
lines  plainly  marked. 

All  orders  of  survey  legally  obtained  by 
any  citizen  of  the  Republic,  from  any  legally 
authorized  commissioner,  prior  to  the  act  of 
the  late  consultation  closing  the  land  offices, 
shall  be  valid.  In  all  cases  the  actual  set- 
tler and  occupant  of  the  soil  shall  be  entitled, 
in  locating  his  land,  to  include  his  improve- 
ment, in  preference  to  all  other  claims  not 
acquired  previous  to  his  settlement,  accor- 
ding to  the  law  of  the  land  and  this  Consti- 
tution: Provided,  That  nothing  herein  con- 
tained shall  prejudice  the  rights  of  any  citi- 
zen from  whom  a  settler  may  hold  land  by 
rent  or  lease. 

And  whereas  the  protection  of  the  public 
domain  from  unjust  and  fraudulent  claims, 
and  quieting  the  People  in  the  enjoyment  of 
their  lands  is  one  of  the  great  duties  of  this 
Convention:  and  whereas  the   Legislature  of 


178 


GENIUS  OF  UNIVERSAL  EMANCIPATION. 

Fiat  Justitia  Ruat  Co'lnni. 


the  Slate  of  Coahuila  cV  Texas  having  pass- 
ed an  act  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-four,   in   behalf  of  (Jeneral    John  T. 
Mason,  of  New  York,  and   another  on    the 
fourteenth  day  of   March,  eighteen  hundred 
and    thirty-five,    under    tvliich    the    enormous 
amount  of  tlertn  hundred  hut^ues  of  land  has 
been  claimed  by   sundry  individuals,   some  of 
whom  reside   in  foreii^n  countries,  and  are  not 
citizens  of  the  Iteputilic,  which    said  acts   are 
contrary  to  articles  fourth,    twelfth,    and  fif- 
teenth, of  the  liiws  of  eighteen  hundred   and 
twenty-four,  of  the   General  Congress  of  Mexi- 
co, and  one  of  said  acts  for  that  cause  has,  by 
the  said  General  Congress  of  Mexico,  been  de- 
clared null  and  void:  it  is    hereby  declared 
that  the   said  act   of  eighteen   hundred  and 
thirty-four,  in  favour  of  John  T.  Mason,  and 
of  the   fourteenth  of  March,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-five,  of  the   said  Legislature 
of  Coahuila   &     Texas,  and  each  and  every 
grant  founded  thereon,  is,  and  was  from   the  [ 
beginning,   null  and   void;    and   all    surveys 
made    under    pretence   of  authority   derived 
from  said  acts  are  hereby  declared  to  be  null 
and  void;  and  all  eleven-league  claims,  loca- 
ted within   twenty  leagues  of  the   boundary 
line  between  Texas  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  which  have  been  located  contrary 
to  the  laws  of  Mexico,  are  hereby  declared 
to  be  null  and   void:  and  whereas  many  sur- 
veys   and    titles   to   land    have    been    made 
whilst  most  of  the  people  of  Texas  were  ab- 
sent from   home,  serving  in   the   campaign 
against  Bejar,  it  is   hereby  declared  that  all 
the  surveys  and  locations  of  land  made  since 
the  act   of  the   late  consultation  closing  the 
land  offices,  and  all  titles  to  land  made  since 
that  time,  are  and  shall  be  null  and  void. 

The  adoption  of  a  Constitution  with  such 
provisions  as  are  here  quoted,  may  be 
termed  the  crowning  act — tlie  finishing 
stroke  of  this  monstrous  scheme  of  op- 
pression, so  far  as  the  expressed  will  of 
those  concerned  in  it  can  be  manifested 
by  conventional  regulation.  Wlien  we 
look  back  to  the  commencement  of  their 
operations,  and  trace  their  movements  step 
by  step,  bearing  in  mind  their  open  de- 
clarations upon  various  occasions,  what 
man  of  reason  and  common  sense  can, 
for  one  moment,  doubt  that  the  re-estab- 
lishrneiit  of  Slavery  has  been  llieir  princi- 
pal object,  their  settled  determination, 
from  the  beginning?  I  think  it  will  be 
admitted,  by  every  person  of  penetration, 
reflection,  and  unbiassed  judgment,  that 
the  evidence  1  have  produced  is  conclusive 
•on  this  point.     I  might  state  many  more 

facts    and    circumstances,     which    have 


come  to  my  knowledge  during  a  long 
and  intimate  acquaintance  with  their  pro- 
ceedings, all  tending  to  the  same  conclu- 
sion. iMy  intercourse  with  many  of  the 
actors  in  the  great  drama,  has  given  me 
numerous  opportunities  to  understand 
their  motives  and  their  designs.  It  is 
indeed  impossible  that  I  should  be  mis- 
taken in  the  one  or  the  other.  And  as 
unfolding  events  coincide  fully  with 
my  assertions,  and  with  the  proofs  alrea- 
dy adduced  to  sustain  them,  it  might  be 
considered  unnecessary  to  dwell  longer 
upon  this  particular  topic.  Yet,  in  order 
that  the  reader  may  lack  no  important  in- 
formation, that  will  show  the  decided 
stand  which  the  Mexican  government 
has  taken  against  the  toleration  of  slavery, 
I  will  quote  a  few  more  otlicial  documents, 
(to  some  of  which  I  have  heretofore  al- 
luded) in  verification  of  what  I  have  as- 
serted, and  already  perhaps  sufiicienlly 
proved. 

The  following  decrees  and  ordinances 
are  translated  from  an  oflicial  compilation, 
published  by  autliority  of  the  Mexican 
Government,  embracing  all  the  public 
acts  of  said  government  from  the  period 
of  its  organization  to  the  year  1830. — 

Decree  of  July  13,  1821. 

Prohibition   of  the  Commerce  and  Traffic  in 
Slaves. 
The   Sovereign   General  Constituent  Con- 
gress of  the  United  Mexican  States  has  held 
it  right  to  decree  the  following: 

1.  The  Commerce  and  Traffic  in  Slaves, 
proceeding  from  whatever  power,  and  under 
whatever  llag,  is  for  ever  prohibited,  within 
the  territories  of  the  United  Mexican  States. 

2.  The  Slaves,  who  may  be  introduced 
contrary  to  the  tenour  of  the  preceding  arti- 
cle, shall  remain  free  in  consequence  of  tread- 
ing the  Mexican  soil. 

3.  Every  vessel,  whether  National  or  Fo- 
reign, in  which  Slaves  may  be  transported 
and  introduced  into  the  Mexican  territories, 
shall  be  confiscated  with  the  rest  of  its  cargo 
— and  the  Owner,  Purchaser,  Captain,  Mas- 
ter, and  Pilot,  shall  suffer  the  punishment  of 
ten  years  confinement. 

4.  This  law  will  take  eflect  from  the  date 
of  its  publication;  however,  as  to  the  punish- 
ments prescribed  in  the  preceding  article,  they 
shall  not  take  effect  till  six  months  after,  to- 
wards the  Planters  who,  in  virtue  of  the  law 
of  the  11th  October  last,  relating  to  the  Co- 
lonization of  the  Isthmus  of  Guazacoalco, 
and  may  disembark   Slaves   for  the  purpose 
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of  intrcducing  them  into  llie   Mexican   ter- 
ritory. 

(See  the  Slst  Article  of  the  Decree  of  Oc- 
tober 11,  1823.) 

Decuee 
Of  the  18//t  of  Dectiiibcr,  1821,  upon  Culuni- 
zuiion. 
The  Sovereign  General  Constituent  Con- 
gress of  the   United  States  of  Mexico,  have 
resolved  and  do  fully  decree  : 

1.  The  Mexican  nation  offer  to  Foreigners 
who  come  to  establish  themselves  in  their 
territory,  security  in  their  persons  and  in  their 
property,  provided  they  subject  themselves  to 
the  laws  of  the  country. 

2.  This  law  applies  to  those  territories  of 
the  nation  which,  not  being  individual  pro- 
perty nor  belonging  to  any  Corporation  or 
Town,  may  be  colonized. 

3.  For  this  purpose  the  Congresses  of  the 
States  will  form,  with  the  greatest  brevity, 
the  laws  or  regulations  of  colonization,  of 
their  respective  demarcation,  conforming 
themselves  in  ail  cases  to  the  regulations  es- 
tablished by  this  law. 

4.  It  is  not  permitted  to  colonize  the  terri- 
tories within  twenty  leagues  of  the  boun- 
daries of  any  foreign  nation,  nor  within  ten 
leagues  bordering  on  the  sea  coast,  without 
the  previous  approbation  of  the  supreme  gen- 
eral executive  power. 

5.  If,  for  the  defence  or  security  of  the  na- 
tion, the  Government  of  the  Federation  should 
fiud  it  convenient  to  make  use  of  some  por- 
tion of  these  lands,  to  construct  magazines, 
arsenals,  or  other  public  buildings,  the  same 
may  be  verified  with  the  approbation  of  the 
general  Congress,  or  during  its  recess  with 
that  of  the  Council  of  Government. 

6.  It  is  not  permitted  before  four  years 
from  the  publication  of  this  Law,  to  impose 
any  duty  upon  the  importations,  for  their  own 
use,  by  foreigners,  who  may  establish  them- 
selves for  the  first  time  in  the  country. 

7.  Before  the  year  1840,  the  general  Con- 
gress canno^  prohibit  the  entrance  of  foreign- 
ers, to  colonize,  unless  imperious  circum- 
stances oblige  them  to  do  so  with  respect  to 
individuals  of  any  nation. 

8.  The  Government,  without  prejudice  to 
the  object  of  this  Law,  shall  lake,  in  regard  to 
the  foreigners  who  come  to  colonize,  the 
precautions  which  they  may  judge  suitable 
for  the  security  of  the  Federation. 

9.  A  preference  must  be  attended  to  in  the 
distribution  of  lands  to  the  Mexican  citizens; 
and  no  distinction  must  be  made  betwixt 
than  except  what  particular  merit  and  ser- 
vices done  to  the  Country,  may  give  them  a 
right  to.  Circumstances  being  equal,  a  pre- 
ference will  be  given  to  those  who  have 
lands  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  territory  to 
be  distributed. 

10.  The  Military  who  with  reference  to 


the  oiTer  of  the  27th  March  1821,  may  hold  a 
right  to  hinds,  shall  be  attended  to  in  the 
Stales,  on  shewing  the  certificates  which  the 
superior  executive  power  may  have  given 
tiiem  for  this  purpose. 

11.  If  by  the  decrees  of  capitulation  ac- 
cording to  the  probabilities  of  life  the  su- 
preme executive  power  sliould  find  it  conve- 
nient to  alienate  certain  portions  of  land  in 
favour  of  certa  n  Officers  of  the  Federation 
whether  military  or  civil,  the  same  may  be 
ratified  in  the  registers  of  the  territory. 

12.  It  is  not  permitted  that  there  should 
be  held  in  property  by  one  individual  more 
than  one  square  league  of  five  thousand  rods 
of  meadow  land,  four  of  secular  laud,  six  of 
pasture. 

13.  The  new  settlers  are  not  permitted  to 
leave  their  property  in  entail. 

14.  This  Law  guarantees  the  contracts 
which  "  Empresarios"  may  have  made  with 
the  Families  whom  they  bring  on  at  their 
own  expense;  it  being  always  understood  that 
these  contracts  are  not  contrary  to  the  Laws. 

15.  No  one  who  by  virtue  of  this  Law 
may  acquire  landed  property  can  preserve  it 
if  settled  permanently  out  of  the  territories  of 
the  republic. 

16.  The  government,  in  conformity  with  the 
principles  established  in  this  Law,  shall  pro- 
ceed to  the  colonization  of  the  territories  of 
the  Republic. 

(See  the  order  of  the  11th  April  1823,  and 
the  Decree  of  the  14th  Oct.  1823.) 

[Translated  from  Vol.  2.  page  94,  Mex- 
ican Laws.] 

Note.  In  an  Order  of  the  lllh  of  April, 
[1823]  notice  is  given  to  Government  that  if 
it  find  no  inconvenience,  it  may  yield  to  the 
solicitation  of  Stephen  F.  Austin,  in  confirm- 
ing to  him  the  Grant  for  settling  Three  Hun- 
dred Families  in  Texas,  and  it  can  moreover, 
decide  upon  other  applications  of  a  similar 
nature,  and  cause  to  be  suspended  till  further 
determination,  the  law  of  Colonization  enact- 
ed by  the  Junta  Listifiqjcnte. 

[Translated  from  Vol.  2,  page  199,  Mex- 
ican Laws.] 

Extract  from  the  Law  of  14///  October,  1823. 

Article  21.  Foreigners  who  bring  slaves 
with  them,  shall  obey  the  Laws  established 
upon  the  matter,  or  shall  hereafter  be  estab- 
lished. 

(See  the  Decree  of  13th  July,  1824.) 

[Translated  from  page  119,  Vol.5,  Mexr 
ican  Laws.] 

Decree  oe  President  Guerrero. 

Aljol'dioii  of  Sl'ivcr)/. 

The  President  of  the  United  Mexican 
Slates,  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Republic. — 

Be  it  known  :  Tlial  in  the  year  1829,  being 
desirous  of  signalizing  the  anniversary  of  our 
Independence  by  an  Act  of  national  .fustice 
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and  Ueiieticeiice,  which  may  contribute  to 
tlie  strength  and  support  of  such  inestimable 
weltare,  as  to  secure  more  and  more  the  pub- 
lic tranquillity,  and  reinstate  an  unt'ortuiiate 
portion  of  our  inhabitants  in  the  sacred  rights 
granted  them  by  Nature,  and  may  be  pro- 
tected by  the  Nation  under  wise  and  just 
Laws,  according  to  the  Provision  in  Ar  icle 
30  ol' the  ("onstilutive  Act ;  availiiig  myself 
of  the  extraordinary  laciilties  granted  me,  1 
have  thouglii  |)roper  to  Decree  : 

1.  That  slavery  be  exterminated  in  the 
Republic. 

•2.  Consequently  those  are  free,  who,  up 
to  this  day,  have  been  looked  upon  as  slaves. 
3.  ^Vhenever  the  circumstances  of  the 
Public  Treasury  will  allow  it,  the  owners  of 
slaves  shall  be  indemnified,  in  the  manner 
which  the  Laws  shall  provide. 
Mexico  15  Sept.  lo-Jl»,  A.  D. 

JO^K  MAUIA  do  HOCANKGUA. 
[Translation   of  part  of  the  liaw  of  April 
Cth,  1830,  prohibiting  the  migration   of  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  to  Texas.] 

Art.  9.  On  the  northern  frontier  the  en- 
trance of  foreigners  shall  be  prohibited,  'ai- 
der all  pretexts  whatever,  unless  they  be 
furnished  with  passports,  signed  by  the 
agents  of  the  Republic,  at  the  places  whence 
they  proceed. 

Art.  10.  There  shall  be  no  variation  with 
regard  to  the  colonies  already  establisJied, 
nor  with  regard  to  the  slaves  that  may  be  in 
them;  but  the  General  Government,  or  the 
particular  Slate  Government,  .sftall  lake  care, 
under  the  strictest  rcspunsibiliti/,  tliut  the  cohi- 
nizutiun  laws  be  obeyed,  and  that  no  .mukk 
SLAVES  BE  ixruoiiLctn. 

Art.  11.  In  use  of  the  power  reserved  by 
the  General  Congress  in  the  7ih  Article  of 
the  law  of  August  18ih,  1824,  it  is  prohibited 
to  neighbouring  nations  to  settle  in  those 
States  and  Territories  of  the  federation  which 
border  on  their  nations.  Consequently,  con- 
tra<-ts  which  have  not  been  executed,  and  are 
opposed  to  that  law,  shall  be  superceded. 

1  have  said  that  the  present  contest  in 
Texas  has  assumed  a  character  wliicli 
must  seriously  atlect  both  the  interests 
and  the  honor  of"  lliis  nation;  and  lliat 
the  policy  and  measures  of  the  govern- 
ment are  deeply  involved  in  it.  I  do 
not  say  that  the  government  has  ojficicdly 
rommitted  itself  upon  tlie  question. — 
Tliis  has  been  most  studiously  avoided, 
wliile  it  has  been  completely  under  the 
influence  of  the  "C'o7n/y//io/ion"  engaged 
in  tlie  outrageous  "crusade,"  and  has 
given  efficient  aid  by  a  tacit  acquiescence 
therein,  as  far  as  it  could  possibly  be 
done  consistently  with  the  preservation 
of    even  the    shadow    of    "neutraliiv." 


Wiien  a  Mexican  national  vessel  was 
taken  into  New  Orleauo,  by  the  piratical 
expedition  from  that  place,  a  mere  7)tock- 
triid  was  instituted  against  those  vio- 
lators of  our  treaty  with  .Mexico  and 
the  law  of  nations.  Armed  bands  have 
been  jjennitted  to  proceed  from  dillerent 
parts  of  the  United  States  openly  and 
uvoircdli/,  to  join  in  the  contest,  without 
the  least  degree  of  molestation;  and  even 
when  complaints  have  been  officially 
made  by  accredited  Mexican  agents, 
nothing  lias  been  done  to  arrest  them  ex- 
cept \.\\G formal  transmission  of  orders 
to  the  District  Attornies,  to  which  they 
paid  not  the  slightest  attention. 

In  addition  to  tliis  positive  neglect  or  re- 
fusal to  enforce  the  neutral  obligations 
of  the  nation,  a  claim  has  been  set  up — 
(a  claim  the  most  preposterous  that  can 
be  imagined — )  to  a  large  extent  of  Mexi- 
can territory,  with  the  view  of  placing 
an  armed  force  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
combatants  to  over-awe  the  Mexican 
troops  and  aflbrd  opportunities  to  aid  the 
insurgents.* 

A  false  construction  has  also  has  been 
given  to  a  clause  in  the  treaty  between 
the  two  governments,  in  relation  to  the 
restriction  of  the  Indian  tribes  within 
their  respective  limits,  by  virtue  of  which 
a  large  force  has  been  ordered  to  the 
frontiers  under  ihc  pretence  of  enforcing 
the  provisions  of  said  treaty.  It  is  well 
understood  that  these  troops,  collected 
from  among  the  advocates  of  slaver)'  in 
the  south-western  States,  will  not  remain 
inactive,  "  neutral"  spectators,  when  the 
crisis  arrives  in  which  their  participation 
in  the  contest  may  be  desirable  to  the 
instigators  of  the  war.  I  do  not  stand 
alone  in  the  view  which  is  here  taken  of 
the  subject.  By  a  reference  to  the 
speech  of  John  Quincy  Adams,  from 
which  I  have  heretofore  inade  some  ex- 
tracts, it  will  be  seen  that  similar  ideas 
are  expressed  by  him  ;  and  it  may  be 
added,  that  many  of  the  most  intelligent 
men  among  us  are  fully  convinced  of 
of  their  general  correctness. 

The  following  is  the  Article  in  the 
Treaty,  under  the  authority  of  which  our 


•  One  of  the  deep  laid  plans  of  the  combi- 
nation was,  to  send  their  "  volunteers"  to  the 
frontier,  through  the  agency  and  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  government. 
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Government  has  instructed  Gen.  (Taines 
lo  cross  tlie  bountlary  line.  Who  can 
perceive  tlie  warrant  thai  it  is  supposed 
to  ^ive  either  party,  to  go  beyond  tlie 
limits  of  its  own  territory  with  an  armed 
force? — And  further, — what  authority 
does  it  give  either,  to  prevent  the  In- 
dians from  joining  the  one  or  the  otlier, 
(tsfriendhj  allies  ? 

"  Airi\  33.  It  is  likewise  agreed  that  the 
two  contracting  parties  shall,  by  all  the  means 
in  their  power,  maintain  peace  and  harmony 
among  the  several  Indian  nations  who  inha- 
bit the  lands  adjacent  to  the  lines  and  rivers 
which  form  the  boundaries  of  the  two  coun- 
tries; and  the  better  to  attain  this  object,  both 
parties  bind  themselves  expressly  to  restrain, 
by  force,  all  hostilities  and  incursions  on  the 
part  of  the  Indian  nations  being  within  their 
respective  boundaries:  so  that  the  United 
States  of  America  will  not  suffer  their  In- 
dians to  attack  the  citizens  of  the  United 
Mexican  States,  nor  the  Indians  inhabiting 
their  territory;  nor  will  the  United  Mexican 
States  permit  the  Indians  residing  within 
their  territories  to  commit  hostilities  against 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
nor  against  the  Indians  residing  within  the 
limits  of  the  United  States,  in  any  manner 
whatever. 

And  in  the  event  of  any  person  or  persons 
captured  by  the  Indians  who  inhabit  the  ter- 
ritory of  either  of  the  contracting  parties,  be- 
ing or  having  been  carried  into  the  territories 
of  the  other,  both  Governments  engage  and 
bind  themselves  iu  the  most  solemn  manner 
to  return  them  to  their  country,  as  soon  as 
they  know  of  their  being  within  their  resjjec- 
tive  territories,  or  to  deliver  them  up  to  the 
agent  or  representative  of  the  Government 
that  claims  them,  giving  to  each  other,  re- 
ciprocally, timely  notice,  and  the  claimant 
paying  the  expenses  incurred  in  the  transmis- 
sion and  maintenance  of  such  person  or  per- 
sons, who,  in  the  meantime,  shall  be  treated 
with  the  utmost  hospitality  by  the  local  au- 
thorities of  the  place  where  they  may  be. — 
Nor  shall  it  be  lawful,  under  any  pretext 
whatever,  for  the  citizensof  either  of  the  con- 
tracting parties  to  purchase  or  hold  captive 
prisoners  made  by  the  Indians  inhabiting  the 
territories  of  the  other." 

Under  the  erroneons  construction  of 
the  treaty,  aforesaid,  Gen.  Gaines  was 
authorized  to  cross  the  boundary  line 
with  his  army  ;  to  march  nevenfy  miles 
into  the  Mexican  territory  ;  and  to  occu- 
py the  military  post  ol  Nacogdoches,  in 
case  he  should  judge  it  expedient  in 
order  to  guard  against  Indian  dejyreda- 
tions.'—Aiu\  further;   he  was  likewise 


authorized  to  call  upon  the  (iovcrnorsof 
several  of  the  south-western  Stales  for 
an  additional  number  of  troops,  should 
he  eonsider  it  necessary. 

In  order  to  furnish  an  excuse  for  the 
exercise  of  the  authority  thus  delegated 
to  him,  many  false  rumours  of  Indian 
depredations  and  hostile  movements  were 
reported  to  the  Commander  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  forces,  and  he  did  not  neglect 
the  occasion  for  pushing  to  the  very  ex- 
tent of  his  conditional  instructions.— 
(His  proceedings  in  this  case  are  of  so 
recent  date,  that  they  must  be  familiar  to 
every  intelligent  reader,  and  need  not  be 
here  specified.) — He  even  went  so  far, 
that  the  Executive  became  alarmed,  lest 
the  '■'■neutrality''^  of  our  Government 
should  be  violated.'.' — and  his  requisi- 
tions upon  the  governors  of  Tennessee 
and  Kentucky  were  countermanded.  Yet 
he  is  still  permitted  to  keep  an  imposing 
force  stationed  in  the  Mexican  territory  ; 
and  it  is  understood  that  he  is  in  regular 
correspondence  with  the  chiefs  of  the  in- 
surgent armies ;  also  that  his  men  are 
"  deserting"  and  joining  thein  in  great 
numbers.* 

The  insurrectionists  are  thus  indirect- 
ly encouraged,  and  assisted,  by  our 
Government. — And  the  hope  is  enter- 
tained, by  those  concerned,  that  the  ef- 
forts of  the  Mexicans  may  be  thus  para- 
lyzed, and  the  possession  of  the  territory 
retained  by  the  revolutionists,  until  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  when  the  independence 
of  the  Texian  Republic  may  be  formally 

*  In  stating  these  facts,  it  may  be  well  to 
accompany  them  with  the  prouf — and  here  it 
is. —  IJow  well  the  plan  is  devhsed  ! — How 
completely  the  system  works  ! — What  unde- 
niable evidence,  too,  of  a  strict  "  neutrality'''' 
on  our  ■part ! .' ! 

From  the  Pcnxrrcola  Guzeltc.     ■ 

About  the  middle  of  last  month,  General 
Gaines  sent  an  oificer  of  the  United  States 
army  into  Texas  to  reclaim  some  deserters. 
He  tbund  them  already  enlisted  in  iheTexiau 
service  lo  the  number  o(  two  hundred.  They 
still  wore  the  uniform  of  our  army,  but  re- 
fused, of  course,  to  return.  The  commander 
of  the  Texian  forces  was  applied  to,  to  en- 
force their  return ;  but  his  only  reply  was, 
that  the  soldiers  might  go,  but  he  had  no 
authority  to  send  them  buck.  This  is  a  new 
view  of  our  Texian  relations. 
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acknowledged,   and   soon   l[\trealler  ad- j 
niitted,  as  an  "Independent  Stale,"  into  j 
tliis  confederacy.     'I'liis  the  *'  Combina-  j 
tion"  is  fully  determined  upon.     It  is  the 
j////m«/f/m  of  their  grand  elesign.     1  re- 
peat that  its  members  have  a  inajorily  in  \ 
the  councils  of  the  nation  ;   and  as  the  j 
senliinents  of  the  Executive  Head  coin- j 
cides    with    theirs,    the    i^oveniment    is  \ 
completehj  under  their  controlling;  injlu- 
ence  ;   and  their  object  will  ceriainlv   be  j 
accomplished,    UNLESS    THE    I'EO- 
V\.V.     OF     OUR     FREE      STAIES 
AROUSE  FROM  THEIR  APATHY,  | 
and  by  an  open,  decided,  general  exjires- 
sion   of  their   sentiments,   induce    their 
Senators    and    Representatives    in    Con- 
gress to  oppose  the  measure. 

It  is  indeed  astonishing,  that  many  in- 
telligent persons  in  this  country  have  so 
long  sutlered  themselves  to  be  blinded 
and  deceived,  in  relation  to  this  subject. 
I  am  aware  that  the  parties  to  the  unholy 
compact  have  uniformly  veiled  their  de- 
signs with  specious  pretexts  and  system- 
atic misrepresentations.  But  within  the 
last  few  months,  particularly,  they  have 
nearly  thrown  oil'  the  mask.  Their  cloak 
is  a  mere  veil  of  gauze  ;  and  we  have 
nothing  to  do  but  open  our  eyes,  to  per- 
ceive the  liideous  reality  of  the  corrup- 
tion beneath  it. 

Although  it  has  been  generally  assert- 
ed, and  many  have  been  induced  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  only  object  of  the  insur- 
rectionists is  the  establishment  of  an  in- 
dependent government,  separate  from 
that  of  any  other, — yet  the  principal  ori- 
ginal advocates  of  the  scheme — tlie  slave- 
holders, slave-breeders,  and  politicians 
of  the  United  Slates — never  entertained 
the  idea  for  a  moment.  The  land-specu- 
lators and  foreii^n  slave-traders  would 
have  no  objection  to  it;  (neither  would 
the  colonists  object  to  it;)  but  they  could 
not  exi)ect  to  ellect  the  alienation  of  the 
territory  from  the  Mexican  Government 
without  the  aid,  either  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, of  the  (Jovernment  of  the  United 
States.  This  aid  could  not  be  obtained, 
without  the  prospect  of  the  future  attach- 
ment of  the  territory  to  this  Confedera- 
tion,/o  increase  the  power  and  prcpon- 
dt  rating  influence  of  the  slave-holdins; 
States  i)i  the  National  Congress.  The 
plan    of    establishing   an    "  independent 


Republic"  in  Texas  was,  therefore,  pub- 
licly proclaimed,  first,  with  the  view  of 
effectually  separating  the  territory  from 
Mexico,  and  lirmly  re-establishing  sla- 
very; and,  secondly,  to  bring  it  into  this 
Union  without  subjecting  our  Govern- 
ment to  the  charge  of  official  interference 
in  the  accomplisliment  of  those  objects. 
Xo  other  plan  would  have  succeeded  : 
while  this  has  deceived  the  opponents  of 
slavery,  lulled  them  into  a  fatal  security, 
and  thrown  them  entirely  ofl"  their  guard, 
as  it  respects  their  own  interests  and 
safety.  So  far  as  the  "combination"  has 
proceeded  in  establishing  its  authority, 
the  territory  is  wrested  from  Mexico;  the 
system  of  slavery,  and  the  slave-trade 
with  this  country,  are  fully  recognized; 
and  all  the  necessary  preliminaries  are 
arranged  for  the  formal  sanction  of  inde- 
pendence and  admission  into  the  ranks 
of  the  sovereign  slavehoiding  States  com- 
posing this  Republic,  at  an  early  day. 
This,  too,  has  all  been  done  with  the 
connivance  and  aid  of  our  Government, 
without  formalhj  violating  its  "  neu- 
tral ilij.'"' 

If  there  are  any  who  yet  doubt  the 
intentions  of  the  insurgents,  respecting 
the  attachment  of  the  territory  in  ques- 
tion to  that  of  the  United  Stales,  tliey  are 
particularly  requested  to  read  what  fol- 
lows,— and  a  moment's  reflection  ^will 
probably  then  satisfy  them  of  the  truth 
of  the  averment.  It  will  be  perceived 
that  even  Stephen  F.  Austin  himself  now 
sanctions  it  openly. 

By  the  recent  arrival  of  a  vessel  from 
one  of  the  ports  in  Texas,  a  paper  bearing 
date  the  9th  of  August  has  been  received 
from  that  country,  in  which  an  election 
for  ollicers  of  their  Government  is  an- 
nounced to  be  held  in  a  short  time. 
Stephen  F.  Austin  is  one  of  the  candi- 
dates for  the  Presidency;  and  in  a  letter, 
published  in  the  paper  aforesaid,  he  ex- 
presses himself  thus : — 

VolurnLi't,  Aug.  Ith,  183G. 

Dear  .Sir — 1  have  been  nominated  by  many 
persons  whose  opinions  I  am  bound  to  respect, 
as  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  President  of 
Texas,  at  the  September  elections. 

Influenced  by  the  great  governing  princi- 
ple which  has  re<rulated  my  actions  since  J 
came  to  Texas,  fifteen  years  ago,  which  is, 
to  serve  this  country  in  any  capacity  in  which 
the  people  might  think  proper  to  employ  me. 
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1  shall  not  decline  the  hi<:rh!y  responsible  and 
difficult  one  now  proposed,  should  the  ma- 
jority of  my  fellow  citizens  elect  me. 

I  perceive  by  the  proclamation  of  the  Presi- 
dent, ordering  the  election,  that  the  people 
are  requested  to  say  whether  they  are  in  fa- 
vor or  not  of  annexing  Texas  to  the  United 
States.  On  this  point,  I  shall  consider  my- 
self bound,  if  elected,  to  obey  the  will  of  the 
people.  As  a  citizen,  however,  I  am  free  to 
say,  that  I  am  in  favor  of  annexation,  and  will 
do  all  in  III  ij  power  to  effect  it  with  the  leant 
possible  delay. 

Respectfully,  your  fellow  citizen, 

S.  F.  AUSTIN. 

The  same  paper  contains  the  follow- 
ing enunciation  from  Wiliiam  H.  Jack, 
who  recently  ofliciated  as  their  Secretary 
of  State,  but  is  now  proposed  as  a  can- 
didate for  the  Legislature.  He  writes  in 
answer  to  sundry  interrogatories  from 
those  who  put  him  in  nomination; — and 
after  replying  to  three  other  questions, 
unconnected  with  the  subject  before  us, 
he  concludes  as  follows  : — 

Fourth.  I  am  decidedly  and  anxiously  in 
favor  of  annexing  Texas  to  the  United  States. 
1  consider  it  the  ^h-ock  of  our  salvation,''''  and 
a  consummation  of  happiness  "most  devoutly 
to  be  wished  for."  Should  I  be  chosen  a  re- 
presentative to  Congress,  I  shall  leave  no  ef- 
fort untried  to  produce  this  desired  object, 
feeling  confident,  that  all  the  blessings  of 
peace  and  tranquillity,  will  thereby  be  secur- 
ed, to  ourselves  and  our  posterity. 

Fifth.  When  I  first  read  the  Constitution, 
as  adopted  by  the  Convention,  I  was  of  opi- 
nion that  some  errors  had  crept  into  it,  and 
hence  was  in  favor  of  submitting  to  the  peo- 
ple, whether  they  would  adopt  it  absolutely, 
or  clothe  Congress  with  powers  to  amend  it. 
Subsequent  reflection,  and  the  importance 
of  organizing  a  constitutional  government  im- 
mediately, have  satisfied  me  that  it  ought  to 
be  adopted,  as  it  now  stands;  believing  that 
in  the  present  unsettled  state  of  the  country, 
less  injury  will  result  from  its  adoption  than 
by  making  amendments  at  this  time. 

Thus,  gentlemen,  I  have  answered  every 
question  proposed,  and  if  my  views  are  con- 
formable to  those  of  the  people  of  this  juris- 
diction, and  they  sho\ild  think  proper  to  elect 
me,  I  shall  serve  them  fearlessly  and  faith- 
fully. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  WM.  H.  JACK. 

Columbia,  5th  August,  1836. 

Hear,  also,  the  language  of  General 
Houston.  The  following  is  from  a  late 
No.  of  the  Washington  "Globe." 

"  Gen.  Houston. — The  opinion  of  General 
Houston  is,  that  Texas,  when  it  shall  have 


asserted  its  independence,  will  seek  admis- 
sion into  the  Union.  He  is,  himself,  decided- 
li/  ill  favor  of  that  course,  considering  it  essen- 
tial to  the  interests  of  the  new  countrij,  and  of 
much  importance  to  the  flniou.'''' 

Notwithstanding  that  Stephen  F.  Aus- 
tin (and  we  may  add  many  oilier  actual 
settlers  in  Texas)  would  have  preferred 
a  separate  independent  Government,  we 
now  see  that  they  have  no  expectation  of 
establishing  one.  On  the  contrary,  they 
unequivocally  declare  the  intention  of 
annexing  the  country  to  the  United 
States  as  soon  as  it  can  possibly  be  done. 
They  could  not  exercise  their  taill  in  the 
matter.  The  great  majority  of  the  fo- 
mentors  of  the  rebellion,  and  the  imme- 
diate peirticipators  in  it,  ARE  CITI- 
ZENS OF  THIS  COUNTRY.  Such 
of  the  colonists  as  were  opposed  to  it, 
however,  have  been  compelled  to  ac- 
quiesce, and  the  agents  of  the  "  Combi- 
nation" have  successfully  dictated  its 
prescribed  measures,  and  pursued  the 
course  originally  contemplated  by  it. 

I  have  now  traced  the  subject  of  the 
Texian  Revolt  through  the  whole  con- 
catenation of  its  primary  causes  and  ob- 
jects. I  have  unfolded  to  the  view  of 
the  attentive  reader  what  I  know  to  be 
the  motives  and  intentions  of  his  instiga- 
tors. I  have,  by  this  means,  endeavored 
to  undeceive  the  honest  portion  of  the 
great  American  community,  who  have 
not  had  sufficient  opportunities  to  pene- 
trate the  veil  of  their  masked  designs, 
and  have  been  imposed  upon  by  their 
false  pretentions.  The  very  acts  of  the 
insurgents — even  the  whole  systematic 
course  of  their  proceedings — prove  clear- 
ly the  correctness  of  my  charges  and  ex- 
positions. It  will  be  seen  that,  instead 
of  a  desire  to  establish  and  perpetuate 
the  liberal  institutions  of  freedom  and 
equality  of  rights,  they  have  taken  up 
arms  against  the  Mexican  government 
from  motives  of  personal  aggrandizement, 
avaricious  adventure,  and  uidimited,  endu- 
ring oppression.  Tlic alarming  fact  is  also 
clearly  and  fully  substantiated,  that  the 
iniluence  of  the  SLAVE  HOLDING 
PARTY  in  the  United  Slates  is  now  so 
completely  in  the  ascendant,  and  so  tho- 
roughly sways  the  deliberations  and  pro- 
ceedings of  our  Federal  Government,  that 
it  makes  it  the  passive  if  not  the  active 
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inslriinieiit,  in  pxlL'iuiiiitf  and  iiLTinaiu'iii- 
Iv  eslablisliiiiij  that  horrible  system  ol'oi)- 
pression,  even  in  re<rions  wliere  it  liad 
been  ilestroved  by  the  power  of  mural 
virtue  and  republican  principle. 

The  period  has  indeed  arrived — THE 
CRISIS  IS  AT  HAND— when  the  wise, 
the  virtuous,  the  patriotic,  the  philanthro- 
pic of  this    nation,    must    examine,  and 
reflect,  anil  tleejjlij  pomlcr  the  momentous 
subject    under    consideration.       Already 
we  see  the    newpaper  press  in   some  of 
the  free    Slates    openly    advocating    the 
system    of    slavery,  with    all    its    outra- 
ges and  abominations.'^       Individuals  oc- 
cupying influential  stations  in    the   com- 
munity at    large,  also    countenance    and 
encourasje  it,  and  even  instigate  the  vile 
rabble  to  oppose,  mal-lreat,  and    trample 
on  the  necks  of  those  who  ilare  to  plead 
the  cause  of  the  oppressed.     At    the  en- 
suing session   of  our  national  Congress, 
the  great  battle  is  to  be  fought,  thai  must 
decide  the    question    now  at    issue,  and 
perhaps  even  seatthefafe  ofthislicpuhlic. 
The  Senators  and   representatives  of  the  , 
people  will  then  be  called  on  to  .«anclion  ' 
the  "independence  of  'i'exas,"  and  also  to  , 
provide  for  its    admission,  as  a  SLAVE- 
HOLDINC    STATE,   into  this    Union. 
These   measures  will   positively  be   pro- 
posed,   in    case    the    ^lexican    Govern-  j 
ment    fails    to    suppress    the    insurrec- 1 
tion  very  soon,  and  to  recover  the  acuial  ' 
possession  of  the  territory.     A  few  of  our 
most  eminent  statesmen  will    resist  the 
proposition   with    energv  and   zeal;   but 
unless  the    PUBLIC    VOICE    be    rais- 
ed against    the    unhallowed    proceeding, 
and  the  sentiments  of  the  people  be  most 
unequivocally  expressed    in  the    loudest 
tones  of  disapprobation,  they  will  be  un- 
able to  withstand  the  influence  and  power 
of  their  antagonists.     Arouse  then  !    and 
let    your  voice    be   heard    through    your 
primary  assemblies,  your  legislative  Jialls, 

♦See  two  of  the  influential  Daily  papers  in 
New  York — the  "Evening  Star,"  and  the 
"Courier  Ai  Enipiirer" — with  several  others 
elsewhere.  Approving  of  Slavery  in  all  its 
forms,  these  corrupt  vehicles  disseminate 
the  most  odious  and  tyrannical  doctrines,  in 
relation  to  the  subject;  and  as  a  matter  of 
course,  they  stand  forth  among  the  boldest 
champions,  in  advocating  and  encouraging 
the  marauding  crusade  against  Mexico. 


and  llic  colunins  of  the  periodical  press, 
in  every  section  of  your  country. 

(.'itizens  of  the  United  States! — Sons 
of  the  Pilgrims,  and  disciples  of  Wesley 
and  Penn  ! — Coadjutors  and  pu|)ils  of 
Washington,  Jefl'erson,  and  Franklin  ! — 
Advocates  of  Freedom  and  the  sacred 
"/•/g-/j/.S'  of  ManV — Will  you  longer  shut 
your  eyes,  and  slumber  in  apathy,  while 
the  demon  of  oppression  is  thus  stalking 
over  the  plains  consecrated  to  the  Ge- 
nius of  Jjiberly  and  fertilized  by  the 
blood  of  her  numerous  martyrs  ? — Will 
you  permit  the  authors  of  this  gigantic 
project  of  national  aggression,  intermina- 
ble slavery,  and  Heaven-daring  injustice, 
to  perfect  their  diabolical  schemes  through 
your  supineness,  or  with  the  sanction  of 
your  acquiescence  \  If  they  succeed  in 
the  accomplishment  of  their  object,  where 
will  be  your  guarantee  for  the  liberty 
which  you,  yourselves  enjoy  ?  When 
the  advocates  of  slavery  shall  obtain  the 
balance  of  power  in  this  confederation; 
when  they  shall  have  corrupted  a  few 
more  of  the  aspirants-  to  ofllce  among 
you,  and  opened  an  illimitable  field  for  the 
operations  of  your  heartless  land-jobbers 
and  slave  merchants,  (to  secure  their  in- 
fli.ence  in  elTecting  the  unholy  purposes 
of  iheir  ambition,)  how  long  will  you  be 
able  to  resist  the  encroachments  of  their 
tyrannical  influence,  or  prevent  them  from 
usurping  and  exercising   authorifi/   over 


you 
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OF  MORAL  POWER,  and  place  the 
seal  of  condemnation  upon  this  flagrant 
violation  of  national  laws,  of  human  rights, 

1  and  the  eternal,  immutable  principles  of 

I  Justice. 


Slavk  Trade. — A  recent  traveller  asserts 
'  that  the  slave  trade  is  in  full  operation  on 
the  coast  of  Africa.  But  a  few  weeks  ago 
45  Spanish  vessels  to  the  southward  and  25 
northward  of  the  line,  were  engaged  in  this 
infernal  traffic.  We  regret  to  learn  that  these 
are  chiefly  American  built,  and  such  swift 
sailers  as  almost  to  defy  capture.  It  seems 
also,  that  the  Portuguese  to  the  southward 
of  the  line,  are  extensively  engaged  in  this 
business,  and  by  the  elTect  of  the  late  treaty 
wilh  England,  pursue  it  with  impnrdly. 
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